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Annual  Report  of  the  Imperial  Library. 


No.  37,  dated  the  3rd  February  1904. 
From-J.  Macfarlane,  Esq.,  Librarian  of  the  Imperial  Library, 
To— The  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  Home  Department. 
I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  following  Report  on  the  working  of  the 
^    Trvmerial  Library  for  the  year  ended  1903. 

u  2  The  Library  was  formally  opened  by  His  Excellency  the  Viceroy  on  the 

afternoon  of  Friday,  the  30th  January  1903.  The  leading  residents  of  Calcutta, 
j     ?o  whoTmvitation  cards  had  been  issued,  were  present  on  the  occasion. 

3.  Reading  Room.— 

ia\  Issue  of  Ticketa.-Vvaxag  the  period  from  31st  January  to  31st 
(a)  is^"^  ,2i  Permanent  Readers' Tickets  were  issued  to  the  public. 
C-     b3£? ^ri^i  iJTSSSS  fo? the  day  only  and  109  for  periods W 
I     Seen  two  days  and  one  year,  were  also  issued,  making  up  a  total  of  2,396 

tiCk1fi\  and  (c)  Tabular  Statements  showing  the  number  of  Readers  from  the 
(6)  and  \c).  Aaciu" l  e  number  of  Requisitions  received 

t     ^SKtafcSS^ttTU™*-^  in  tb.  Beadine-Rootn 
from  the  26th  March  to  the  latter  date,  are  appended. 

iroin  tn  «,tabnshmont  of  the  Library  on  iU  <>« 

gS^or  5S3HK  eKyoar  only  eight  booh,  .nd 

5     ^rir^oStSora  unhand  o.  earnest  and  capable 

«°  ^02,7.  05a  398090 
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students,  and  several  books,  besides  articles  in  the  more  serious  reviews,  in  1903, 
have  been  the  fruit  of  their  labours  in  the  Library. 

The  Librarian  having  occasionally  translated  passages  from  French  and 
German  books  relating  to  India  for  the  benefit  of  students,  a  demand  has  sprung 
up  for  instruction  in  those  tongues,  and  a  select  few,  consisting  chiefly  of  pandits 
and  holders  of  Government  scholarships,  meet  for  instruction  in  the  Librarian's 
room,  and  are  making  good  progress.    They  are  all  Hindus. 

The  fluctuations  in  the  attendance  are  not  altogether  explainable,  but  it 
has  been  noticed  that  the  attendance  is  low  during  the  period  when  the  college 
classes  are  in  session,  high  in  the  vacations,  and  particularly  low  in  rainy  or 
threatening  weather.  The  visitors  on  Sundays  are  few,  but  among  them  are  a 
number  of  earnest  students  unable  to  attend  on  any  other  day.  There  has  been 
no  considerable  demand  for  extension  of  the  hours  of  opening. 

(d)  The  most  important  addition  to  the  Reading-room,  since  it  was  first 
opened,  is  a  large  wooden  Stand  fitted  up  with  the  latest  Indian  Maps.  This 
stand  is  a  gift  from  His  Excellency  the  Viceroy. 

4.  Preparation  and  printing  op  Catalogues,  etc. — 

(a)  Beading -room  Catalogue  and  Index. — This  was  received  from  the 
Government  Central  Press  on  January  21,  1904,  but  is  submitted  herewith  as 
being  a  result  of  the  work  done  in  1903.  Two  hundred  copies  have  been  printed, 
and  will  be  distributed  with  the  permission  of  Council  for  the  most  part  among 
local  libraries  and  institutions. 

(b)  General  Author-Catalogue. — This  is  in  type  as  far  as  the  end  of  the 
letter  I,  and  the  first  volume,  up  to  the  end.  of  K,  should  appear  in  February 
1904.  It  will  have  to  be  supplemented  by  (1)  a  subject-index,  (£)  other  cata- 
logues, (a)  of  official  publications,  (b)  of  books  in  Indian  languages. 

5.  Acquisition  op  Books. — 

(a)  Purchase. — 1,029  publications  were  purchased  in  1903.  This  number 
does  not  include  63  sets  of  Journals,  Newspapers  and  Periodicals,  and  350 
Pamphlets. 

(b)  Boohs  received  from  Bengal  Library. — The  Government  of  Bengal 
consented  to  make  over  any  books  which  had  been  received  in  the  Bengal 
Library  under  Act  XXV  of  1867  and  might  be  required  for  the  use  of  the 
Library.  Accordingly  some  300  works,  including  periodicals,  were  selected  by 
the  Librarian,  and  received  from  the  Bengal  Library.  The  publications  of  each 
year,  as  far  as  required,  will  in  future  be  obtained  from  the  Bengal  Library  in 
April  after  the  issue  of  the  Annual  Report  of  that  Library.  This  will  be  of 
great  service  to  the  Imperial  Library,  as  providing  it  with  interesting  but  out- 
of-the-way  books  which  otherwise  could  only  be  procured  with  difficulty. 
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(c)  Presentation. — Besides  the  sets  of  periodicals  and  newspapers.,  nearli 
gOO  works  were  presented  to  the  Library  during  the  year,  the  largest  donations 
being  made  by  His  Excellency  the  Viceroy,  by  His  Highness  the  Raja  of  Tip- 
pera,  through  his  manager  Mr.  C.  W.  McMinn,  late  I.C  S.,  and  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  of  America.  Two  literary  curiosities  have  been  lent 
to  the  Library  for  exhibition  in  the  glazed  cases  in  the  Lobby,  namely,  the 
Tableaux  sacrez  de  la  vie  de  Jesus  Christ,  printed  in  1677,  interleaved  with 
manuscript  notes  in  Armenian  written  in  Isfahan  in  1707,  and  an  official  docu- 
ment on  vellum,  being  Letters  of  Marque  granted  by  George  III  to  the 
owners  of  a  vessel.    The  latter  has  since  been  removed  by  the  owner. 

6.  Preservation  of  Books. — 

(a)  Binding* — The  total  number  of  books  (including  Pamphlets,  Tracts, 
Periodicals,  Gazettes  and  Newspapers)  bound  during  1903  was  3,689.  Apart 
from  these  some  70  cases  were  obtained  for  preserving  the  periodicals,  etc.,  kept 
on  the  tables  in  the  Reading-room. 

(b)  White- Ants. — Owing  to  the  precaution  of  placing  the  feet  of  book- 
cases in  pans,  filled  with  a  solution  of  Phenyle  and  Kerosine  Oil,  and  owing  to 
frequent  dusting,  there  was  no  damage  to  books  in  the  Metcalfe  Hall.  In  the 
Imperial  Secretariat  Buildings,  however,  several  Parliamentary  Papers  were 
destroyed. 

7.  Construction  of  new  racks. — 

(a)  Two  sets  of  racks  have  been  fitted  up  by  the  Public  "Works  Depart- 
ment in  two  of  the  rooms  downstairs  for  the  reception  of  newspapers  and  offi- 
cial documents.  One  of  these  was  a  new  structure  of  wood,  and  the  other  was 
formed  by  re-erection  of  some  iron  racks  previously  used  in  certain  godowns  in 
the  Custom-House  for  the  preservation  of  military  records. 

(b)  Removal  and  arrangement  of  books. — All  the  official  publications 
remaining  in  the  Imperial  Secretariat  Buildings  have,  during  the  course  of  the 
year,  been  brought  over  to  the  Metcalfe  Hall,  and  arranged  on  the  racks  men-? 
tioned  in  the  preceding  paragraph. 

(c)  Lost  Boohs. — Some  three  hundred  books,  which  from  the  existence  of 
catalogue-slips  prepared  for  them  were  evidently  in  the  Library  at  some  period 
between  March  1900  and  December  1902,  cannot  be  found. 

This  state  of  things  "VP  ill  in  course  of  time  be  partly  remedied.  (1)  Some 
of  the  missing  books  are  probably  in  the  Spare-Copy  Boom,  where  experience 
has  shown  that  books  have  at  times  been  mistakenly  sent  when  they  were  not 
duplicates.  "When  the  contents  of  that  Eoom  have  been  catalogued,  these  books 
will  be  found.  (2)  Other  books  probably  are  still  out  on  loan.  The  arrange- 
ments existing  on  the  present  Librarian's  accession  to  office  for  the  recovery  of 
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loans  were  very  lax  and  unfortunately  were  not  at  once  reorganised.  (3)  Other 
books  are  doubtless  in  the  Library,  but  not  traceable  through  errors  in 
numbering,  due  to  the  inexperience  of  the  sorters  engaged  in  the  amal- 
gamation of  the  Imperial  Library  with  the  Calcutta  Public  Library.  (4) 
It  is  not  at  present  necessary  to  attribute  any  part  of  these  deficiencies  to  theft. 

(d)  Theft  of  Books  —  The  number  of  books  in  each  rack  in  the  Reading- 
Room  is  counted  by  the  sorters  every  morning.  During  the  year  three  books 
were  stolen  from  the  Room,  namely,  Lane-Poole's  Mediaeval  India  under 
Mohammedan  Bute,  (1903,  Price  5s.),  Moore's  Manual  of  Family  Medicine, 
(1893,  R5),  and  Nicolini's  History  of  the  Jesuits,  (1893,  5s.). 

8.  Government  Publications  received. — 

Altogether  about  2,000  Administration  Reports  and  other  Publications  and 
about  1,200  Parliamentary  Blue-Books  have  been  received.  The  circum- 
stance that  these  figures  are  rather  lower  than  last  year  may  be  explained  by  the 
fact  that  the  duplicate  copies  are  now  taken  over  by  the  Record  Department. 
Numerous  deficiencies  in  the  collection  of  these  publications  have  been  made  up 
by  application  to  various  officials  in  accordance  with  Home  Department  Circular 
No.  685-701,  dated  21st  May  1902. 

9.  Requisitions  for  books  and  papers  and  number  op  Reminders 
issued  por  their  return. — 

About  4,725  books  and  reports  were  issued  on  loan  to  various  offices  and 
persons.  This  number,  which  is  less  than  that  of  previous  years,  will  be  account- 
ed for  by  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  requisitions  for  official  documents  were 
met  by  the  Spare-Copy  Room.  About  60  books  were  issued  on  loan  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the  late  Calcutta  Public  Library.  Altogether  some  480  remind- 
ers were  sent  out  for  the  return  of  books  on  loan. 

10.  Distribution  op  rejected  books. — 

About  10,000  books  (most  of  them  novels)  were  distributed  among  twenty- 
five  Institutions  and  Libraries  of  Calcutta,  in  accordance  with  the  directions 
conveyed  in  Home  Department  letter  No.  682,  dated  3rd  March  1903. 

11.  Number  op  letters  and  cases. — 

Altogether  450  letters  and  457  cases  (including  122  unofficial  cases)  have 
been  received  in  the  Library  and  disposed  of  during  the  year.  In  addition  to 
these  much  informal  correspondence  not  requiring  to  be  registered,  was  received 
and  dealt  with. 

12.  Applications  prom  Government  oppicials  and  private  persons 
for  special  information. — 

We  have  also  in  the  course  of  the  year  had  several  applications  of  this  kind 


5 


on  a  variety  of  subjects.  The  most  important  of  these,  from  His  Excellency  the 
Viceroy,  was  for  classified  lists  of  works  relating  to  India,  both  new  and  out  of 
print.  Two  lists  showing  the  price  of  each  book,  were  accordingly  prepared. 
Among  others  involving  less  labour  may  be  mentioned  the  following  :  from 
Major  W.  Stratton,  Resident,  Eastern  States  of  Raj  put  ana,  for  a  list  of  works 
referring  to  the  Sieges  of  Bhurtpore ;  and  from  Mr.  E.  J.  Buck,  for  a  list  of 
books  relating  to  Simla. 

13.  Bohar  Library. — 

An  offer  has  been  made  by  Syed  Suderuddin  Ahmad-ul-Musawy,  Zemindar 
of  Bohar  (District  Burdwan),  to  present  to  the  Government  of  India  his  Library, 
containing  some  4,000  volumes  of  printed  books  in  Arabic,  Persian  and  Urdu. 

The  stipulations  required  by  the  Zemindar  having  been  accepted  by 
Government,  it  only  remains  to  transfer  the  Library  to  the  room  specially  as- 
signed to  it  downstairs  in  the  Metcalfe  Hall. 
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Beading-Room  Statistics,  showing  number  of  Readers  from  31st  January  to 

31st  December  1903. 


Ordinary  days. 

Sundays. 

Holidays. 

Month. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 
visitors. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 

of 
visitors. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 
visitors. 

Re  masks. 

January 

1 

55 

... 

... 

... 

... 

From  31st. 

February 

22 

1,576 

4 

81 

2 

64 

March  . 

24 

1,788 

5 

60 

2 

53 

April 

21 

933 

4 

34 

65 

(a)    Excluding  1 
dav  when  the 
•  Library  was 

M  av  » 

1,248 

5 

no 

•  •  • 

June  • 

WW 

985 

4 

3 

u 

July     •  • 

27 

1,168 

4 

41 

August 

25 

1,458 

5 

66 

1 

17 

September 

o  a 

22 

1,1/55 

ou 

1(6} 

OA 

{b)  3  days. 

wCiooer  • 

17 

824 

4 

72 

9(C) 

168 

\c)  1  day. 

November 

25 

1,300 

5 

91 

■ .  • 

December 

18 

1,224 

4 

65 

m 

262 

W  1  day. 

Total  . 

251 

13,731 

48 

642 

30 

720 

Total  15,093. 

Average  . 

•  ♦ f 

54 

•  •  • 

13 

24 
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Heading- Boom  Statistics  showing  number  of  requisitions  for  books  not  in  the 
Reference- Collection  in  the  Beading-Room,  from  26th  March  to  31st 
December  1903. 


Ordinary  days. 

Sundays. 

Holidays. 

Month. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 
of  requi- 
sitions. 

Number 
of 
days- 

Number 
of  requi- 
sitions. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 
of  requi- 
sitions. 

Remarks. 

March  .  , 

5 

70 

1 

•  •• 

•  •  • 

April     •  . 
May 

21 

26 

220 
300 

4 
5 

9 

4 

18 

(a^  Excluding  one 
day  entirely 
closed. 

J  une  • 

'  23 

216 

4 

4 

3 

5 

July 

27 

278 

4 

2 

... 

August  . 

25 

405 

5 

12 

i 

2 

September 

22 

371 

4 

9 

19) 

9 

(b)  Excluding  tbree 
days. 

October 
November 

'  17 

25 

242 
365 

4 
5 

12 
18 

9(e) 

37 

(c)  Excluding  one 
day. 

December  • 

18 

293 

4 

30 

m 

84 

(d)  Excluding  one 
day. 

Total  . 

209 

2,760 

40 

100 

26 

155 

Total 
3,015    slips  275 
days. 

Average  . 

•  ♦ » 

13 

• » * 

2 

•  •• 
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Annual  Beport  of  the  Imperial  Library. 


No.  134,  dated  Calcutta,  the  8th  February  1905. 

From — J.  Macfarlane,  Esq.,  Librarian,  Imperial  Library, 

To — The  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  Home  Department. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  following  Report  on  the  working  of 
the  Imperial  Library  for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1904. 

2.  Reading-Room — 

(a)  Issue  of  Tickets. — During  the  period  from  1st  January  to  31st  Decem- 
ber 1904,  1,435  permanent  Readers'  Tickets  were  issued  to  the  public  as 
compared  with  2,121  in  February — December  1903.  The  bulk  of  re'gular  readers 
in  Calcutta  no  doubt  enrolled  themselves  during  the  first  year  of  the  Library's 
existence.  Besides  the  above,  2,219  tickets  for  the  day  only,  and  134  tickets  for 
periods  ranging  between  two  days  and  one  year,  were  also  issued.  Added  to 
these  103  duplicate  tickets  were  issued  to  replace  other  lost  or  worn  out. 
Under  a  rule  recently  made  by  the  Council  of  the  Library,  the  sum  of  1  rupee 
is  charged  for  these  tickets  unless  the  old  one  in  each  case  is  produced  to  shew 
that  its  renewal  is  rendered  necessary  by  fair  wear  and  tear.  Three  of  the  above 
tickets  came  under  this  rule. 

(6)  and  (c)  Tabular  statements  showing  the  numbers  of  Headers  from  the 
1st  January  to  the  31st  December  1904  and  the  number  of  Requisitions  received 
from  readers  for  books  not  in  the  reference  collection  in  the  Reading- Room, 
are  appended.  The  averages  of  these  figures  shew  in  nearly  every  case  an 
increase  of  50  per  cent,  over  those  of  1904,  largely  due  to  the  publication  of  the 
author-catalogue.  It  is  a  matter  for  satisfaction  that  the  increase  in  requisi- 
tions for  books  not  in  the  Reading-Room  has  kept  pace  with  the  increase  in  the 
number  of  readers.  These  requisitions  form  the  index  to  the  serious  aims  of  the 
readers,  since  no  subject  can  be  thoroughly  or  independently  investigated  merely 
by  the  aid  of  the  Reading-Room  collection  though  it  now  contains  5,000  volumes. 
The  number  of  requisitions  would  shew  a  greater  increase,  were  it  not  that  any 
book  found  to  be  in  great  demand  is  removed  from  the  general  collection  to  the 
Reading-Room. 

For  all  this  the  number  of  these  requisitions  is  lamentably  small,  amount- 
ing to  one  book  per  diem  for  every  four  readers. 
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The  Librarian  hoped  that  some  improvement  would  result  when  permission 
was  obtained  from  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal  (in  November  1903)  and  from 
the  Board  of  Examiners  (in  March  1904)  to  borrow  books  from  their  collections 
for  the  use  of  readers  in  the  Imperial  Library.  The  respective  results  were  — 
20 .books  borrowed  from  the  Asiatic  Society  in  the  course  of  a  year  and  38  from 
the  Board  of  Examiners  in  nine  months. 

With  the  hope  of  accustoming  readers  to  the  use  of  catalogues,  and  of 
pointing  out  the  resources  of  the  Library,  a  small  pamphlet  entitled  c<  Hints  to 
Eeaders  "  was  compiled,  and  presented  gratis  to  all  permanent  readers,  but  has 
not  produced  much  effect. 

The  failure  of  the  readers  to  utilise  the  opportunities  provided  appears  to  be 
due  in  the  case  of  natives  of  India  to  a  disinclination  either  to  give  trouble  or 
take  it.  They  rarely  address  personal  enquiries  to  the  Librarian  or  the  Super- 
intendent of  the  Eeading  Room,  and  do  not  consult  catalogues  sufficiently. 

The  improvements  in  and  additions  to  the  latter,  set  out  in  section  3 
(d)  and  (/)*below,  will  have  a  good  effect. 

The  small  demand  for  vernacular  books  is  surprising.  About  13  per 
month  are  read,  exclusive  of  the  few  contained  in  the  Reading  Room  collection. 

3.  Preparation  and  Printing  of  Catalogues,  etc. — 

(a)  Part  1  of  the  General  Catalogue*  being  an  author-catalogue  of  printed 
books  in  European  languages,  with  a  supplementary  list  of  newspapers,  has 
been  issued.  2,000  copies  were  printed,  of  which  1,108  copies  have  been  distri- 
buted in  India,  212  sent  to  other  parts  of  the  world,  and  6  sold. 

(b)  Beading -Boom  Catalogue  and  Index. — The  completion  of  this  was 
announced  in  last  year's  Report.  200  copies  were  printed,  of  which  156  copies 
were  distributed,  for  the  most  part  among  local  libraries  and  institutions,  and 
1  copy  was  sold. 

(c)  List  of  Accessions.— 12  monthly  lists  were  issued.  Prom  September 
onwards  each  was  provided  with  a  subject-index. 

(d)  Card  Catalogue. — Sanction  has  been  obtained  from  Government  to 
purchase  two  cabinets  to  contain  a  card-catalogue.  This  will  comprise  all 
additions  to  the  Author-Catalogue,  arranged  in  a  single  alphabet.  The  place  of 
this  is  taken  at  present,  as  far  as  the  Library  staff  is  concerned,  by  a  catalogue 
on  paper  slips,  which  is  very  inconvenient  to  consult  and  cannot  be  made 
available  to  the  public,  who  can  only  find  whether  a  book  they  want  has  been 
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acquired  since  the  printing  of  the  author-catalogue  by  searching  through  four- 
teen monthly  accession  lists.  They  have  been  requested  to  apply  at  once  to  the 
Superintendent  for  such  information,  but  appear  unwilling  to  do  so, 

(e)  Subject-Index. — In  the  course  of  next  year  (1905)  it  is  hoped  to  have 
ready  for  press  a  subject- index  of  the  books  in  the  author-catalogue,  which 
will  also  comprise  the  books  in  European  languages  contained  in  the  Library  of 
the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal.  It  will  add  to  the  usefulness  of  the  Library 
long  before  it  is  completely  ready  for  printing. 

(/)  Catalogue  of  official  publications,  Indian  and  other. — This  is  nearly 
ready  for  press,  and  should  appear  at  the  end  of  1905. 

(g)  Catalogues  of  vernacular  books. — Progress  has  been  made  with  the 
cataloguing  of  the  Sanskrit,  Bengali  and  Urdu  books,  but  the  recent  acquisi- 
tion from  the  Government  of  Bengal  (see  paragraph  4  B)  remain  uncatalogued. 

4.  Provision  tor  shelf-space  for  books — 

At  the  present  time  there  is  a  considerable  quantity  of  books  and  newspapers 
kept  on  the  floor  or  heaped  on  tables.  If  these  were  put  on  the  shelves  the 
whole  available  space  would  be  occupied. 

Not  only  has  the  normal  increase  of  the  Library  to  be  provided  for,  but 
gifts  of  books  in  considerable  bulk  are  expected  during  1905  from  (1)  the  India 
Office  (a  collection  of  Arabic  and  Persian  Manuscripts),  (2)  the  University  of 
Oxford  (£100  worth  of  books),  and  the  Library  may  be  called  upon  to  receive 
a  portion  at  least  of  the  books  bought  by  the  Government  in  Tibet. 

If  no  means  of  relief  can  be  devised  it  will  be  necessary  for  the  Council  to 
ask  the  Government  of  India  to  consider  at  once  the  question  of  a  large 
increase  of  accommodation.  This  may  be  secured  either  (1)  by  rebuilding  on  the 
site  of  Metcalfe  Hall,  or  (2)  providing  an  annexe  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Relief  could,  however,  be  given— 

(1)  by  new  racks  in  Metcalfe  Hall.   Proposals  to  this  effect  have  already 

been  submitted  by  the  Council  to  the  Government.  The  space 
thus  afforded  after  accommodating  the  gifts  above  alluded  to, 
would  perhaps  provide  for  the  normal  increase  of  the  Library  for 
six  years ; 

(2)  by  storing  the  blue-books  and  newspapers,  which  are  both  bulky 

and  seldom  consulted,  in  a  part  of  the  space  now  occupied  by 
the  Records  and  "spare  copies"  in  the  Imperial  Secretariat 
Buildings. 
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In  deciding  between  these  alternatives  it  should  be  considered  (1)  whether 
the  increase  of  the  Library  will  not  automatically  quicken  as  its  existence  and 
usefulness  become  better  known  by  the  publication  of  its  catalogues ;  (2) 
whether  the  present  scale  of  purchases  is  adequate.  Further  remarks  on  the 
latter  point  will  be  found  in  paragraph  5  [  Acquisition  of  Books,  (a)  Purchase] 

5.  Acquisition  of  Books,  etc.— 

(a)  Purchase. — 1,686  volumes,  including  73  sets  of  periodicals,  were 
purchased. 

On  occasion  of  the  Librarian  taking  privilege  leave  during  May — July,  a 
special  grant  of  R  3,000  was  made  for  purchases  in  Europe. 

The  most  interesting  items  found  in  the  possession  of  dealers  were  unfortu- 
nately priced  so  high  that  they  are  not  likely  to  find  their  way  into  the 
Imperial  Library  except  by  the  generosity  of  some  private  donor.  They  were 
(1)  an  extremely  fine  book  of  native  illuminated  drawings,  done  in  Ceylon 
about  1800,  price  90  guineas.  (2)  The  manuscript  letter-book  of  Eichard  Barwell, 
the  friend  and  colleague  of  Warren  Hastings,  price  50  guineas.  This  contains 
numerous  references  to  the  Nuncomar  trial,  but  it  has  already  been  utilised  by 
Sir  J.  E.  Stephen  for  his  "  Story  of  Nuncomar.  " 

Passing  these  by,  the  Librarian  was  able  to  secure  : — a  collection  of  over 
120  pamphlets  covering  the  period  1766 — 94,  made  by  James  Bruce  with  a 
view  to  his  "  Annals  of  the  Honourable  East  India  Company  "  (£15) ;  a  very 
curious  and  spirited  "  Panorama  of  the  Bengal  Army  99  in  19  lithographed 
sheets  coloured  by  hand  (£4-4) ;  3  contemporary  legal  works  on  the  trial  of 
Dupleix  (£2-4) ;  a  Portuguese  Manuscript  on  the  trade  of  India,  written 
about  1790  (£1-5) ;  11  engraved  maps  of  India  (17th— 18th  century)  (£1-10) ; 
manuscript  letters  of  Sir  Thomas  Munro  (£6-6)  and  of  Sir  John  Malcolm 
(£10-10) ;  a  number  of  prints,  including  portraits  of  the  late  Shujah-ul-Dowlah, 
Vizier  of  the  Mogul  Empire  (coloured  aquatint,  price  R15) ;  portrait  of  Colonel 
Colin  Mackenzie,  Surveyor-General  of  India,  (R8),  and  "  The  Embassy  of 
Hyder  Beg  to  Lord  Cornwallis  (price  £5-5). 

The  Librarian  also  acquired  (£40)  a  collection  of  manuscript  maps  of  parts 
of  India,  and  plans  of  forts,  executed  about  1760 — 1770.  Most  of  them  are 
Major  Rennell's  work,  some  being  done  by  his  own  hand.  It  is  believed  that 
most  of  these  maps  have  never  been  published. 

Besides  the  above  acquisitions,  which  have  mostly  an  artistic  or  archaeologi- 
cal interest,  the  library  has  been  enriched  with  a  large  number  of  books  on 
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finance  and  colonization  (especially  as  regards  Continental  Nations)  and  educa- 
tion. Many  of  them  have  already  been  found  useful  by  Departments  of  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  remainder  of  the  grant  was  spent  on  books  of  miscellaneous  oriental 
interest.  Among  them  may  be  mentioned Sczechenyi,  Beise  in  Ostasien 
(£4-10),  De  Morgan,  Mission  en  Perse  (£7-19). 

In  this  connection  may  be  mentioned  a  curious  difficulty  which  attends  the 
collection  of  books  in  India.  It  is  the  practice  of  the  Librarian  to  examine  the 
quarterly  book-lists  issued  by  local  Governments,  and  make  a  selection.  In  the 
great  majority  of  cases  the  native  persons  or  firms  given  in  these  lists  as  being 
the  publishers  of  books  make  no  reply  when  asked  to  send  their  publications 
by  value-paid  post.  No  bookseller,  European  or  Native,  appears  to  have  any 
better  success  with  them.  Probably  the  aid  of  the  local  Governments  will 
have  to  be  secured. 

It  may  fairly  be  claimed  that  at  the  present  time  the  Imperial  Library 
furnishes  all  the  new  books  published  in  Europe  on  India  and  the  neighbouring 
countries,  with  a  small  selection  of  the  best  new  books  on  all  subjects,  more 
especially  those  likely  to  meet  the  requirements  of  officials  and  of  the  Calcutta 
public.  Such  few  and  ordinary  books  as  can  be  bought  with  the  present  budget 
are  unfortunately  just  those  which  departments  necessarily  buy  for  their  own 
use,  and  they  apply  in  vain  to  the  Imperial  Library  when  the  current  literature 
on  a  special  subject  is  required.  From  private  conversations  with  various 
officials  the  Librarian  has  reason  to  believe  that  this  state  of  things  creates 
much  dissatisfaction.  The  number  of  books  on  commerce,  law,  philosophy  and 
mathematics  (all  favourite  studies  here)  is  also  much  smaller  than  it  should  be. 
In  view  of  the  approaching  establishment  of  a  Department  of  Commerce  and 
Industry  it  appears  desirable  that  the  section  of  the  Library  dealing  with  these 
matters  should  be  largely  increased. 

The  quantity  of  current  literature  received  would  also  be  much  increased 
if  a  proper  system  of  exchange  were  instituted  with  Governments  and  institu- 
tions in  foreign  countries- 
There  is  another  function  of  an  Imperial  Library  which  can  only  be  attempted 
here  if  more  space  is  assured — namely,  the  collection  of  the  best  books  published 
all  over  India.  At  present  this  is  only  done  for  Bengal,  a  selection  from  the 
books  received  under  the  Registration  Act  of  1867  being  sent  here  when  the 
Bengal  Librarian  has  written  his  report  on  them.  Similar  collections  ought  to 
be  made  from  the  other  provinces,  comprising  at  least  books  in  English,  in  the 
classical  languages  (Arabic,  Persian,  and  Sanskrit),  and  in  Urdu  and  Hindi. 
To  collect  the  other  vernaculars  might  require  a  special  staff. 

(b)  Books  received  from  [the  Bengal  Library. — 752  volumes  or  parts  of 
volumes  in  English,  Bengali,  and  Sanskrit,  including  periodicals,  were  received. 
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These  had  been  sent  to  the  Government  of  Bengal  in  accordance  with  the 
Registration  Act  of  1867. 

(c)  Presentations. — 314  works,  including  14  sets  of  periodicals,  were 
presented  to  the  Library.  Among  them  were  a  number  of  illustrated  books 
from  His  Excellency  the  Viceroy  (Lord  Curzon),  and  from  the  Raja  of  Tippera 
(through  his  agent  C.  W.  McMinn,  Esq.,  late  I.C.S.).  The  books  received 
from  these  two  donors  will  be  placed  in  the  Reading-Room,  in  special  cases 
suitably  inscribed.  Among  other  gifts  were :  a  collection  of  private  papers 
formerly  belonging  to  Raja  Gour  Das,  son  of  Maharaja  Nanda  Kumar,  and  other 
historical  documents  in  Bengali,  presented  by  Babu  Satya  Charan  Sastri,  a 
panorama  in  water  colours  of  Lahore,  presented  by  Miss  Perry  (Barrackpore), 
and  a  portrait  in  oils  by  Gangadhur  Dey  of  Dr.  Shambhu  Chunder  Mukerjee, 
the  founder  of  the  journal 6  Reis  and  Rayyet/  presented  by  Babu  Jogesh 
Chunder  Dutt,  the  present  editor. 

About  4,000  volumes  of  printed  books  and  manuscripts  (in  Arabic,  Persian 
and  Urdu)  made  over  by  Syed  Sudderuddin  Ahmad-ul-Musavy,  Zemindar  of 
Bohar,  in  the  district  of  Burdwan,  have  just  been  received  in  the  Library  and 
have  been  placed  in  a  room  specially  set  apart  for  them  to  be  called  the  Bohar 
Library. 

Government  Publications  received. — 3,037  publications  of  the  Government 
of  India  and  local  Governments  issued  in  1904,  were  sent  to  the  Library — in 
accordance  with  Government  orders,  and  2,588  issued  in  previous  years  were 
supplied  in  answer  to  applications  or  in  consequence  of  reorganisation  of  official 
libraries.  The  joint  total  (5,625)  shews  very  large  increase  on  the  number 
acquired  in  1903  (2,000). 

1,086  British  Parliamentary  Blue-Books  were  received. 

6.  Theft  and  Mutilation  oe  books — 

Three  books  were  stolen  from  the  Reading-Room — 

(1)  Roget's  Thesaurus  (price  9s.). 

(2)  Webber's  Dizionario  tecnico  (price  4s.). 

(3)  Rossetti's  Shelley  (price  2s.). 

It  was  recently  noticed  that  the  portrait  of  Surgeon-Colonel  E.  Lawrie, 
late  Principal  of  the  Calcutta  Medical  College,  had  been  cut  out  of  a  book  in 
the  Reading-Room,  entitled  "  Glimpses  of  the  Nizam's  Dominions 
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7.  Preservation  of  Books — 

(a)  Binding. — 3,421  volumes  of  books,  periodicals,  etc.,  and  196  volumes 
of  newspapers  were  received  bound  from  the  Government  Press  :  53  maps  were 
mounted  on  cloth, 

(b)  Dusting,  etc. — Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  nearly  all  the 
books  in  the  Library  are  dusted  every  week,  and  it  is  believed  that  they  have 
been  kept  in  good  condition.  A  few  unbound  volumes  of  newspapers  which 
had  to  be  kept  on  the  floor  have  been  damaged  by  white-ants. 

8.  REQUISITIONS  FOR  BOOKS  AND  PAPERS  AND  NUMBER  OF  REMINDERS 
ISSUED  FOR  THEIR  RETURN — 

About  7,400  books  and  reports  were  issued  on  loan  to  various  offices  and 
persons,  not  including  about  39  books  issued  on  loan  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
late  Calcutta  Public  Library  and  36  to  private  persons  upon  payment  of  deposit 
money. 

The  above  total  shews  an  increase  of  more  than  50  per  cent,  over  that  of 
the  preceding  year,  and  is  to  be  largely  attributed  to  the  publication  of  the 
author-catalogue.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  subject-index  recently 
begun  and  the  catalogue  of  official  publications  about  to  be  printed  will  pro- 
duce an  even  greater  increase  in  the  lending-out  from  the  Library. 

9.  Number  of  letters  and  cases — 

Altogether  561  letters  were  received  and  771  issued  during  the  year  in  the 
Library.    These  numbers  include  the  disposal  of  153  unofficial  cases, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 


J.  MACEARLANE, 

Librarian. 
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Beading-Boom  Statistics  showing  number  of  Beaders  during  the  year  1904. 


Ordinary  days. 

Sundays. 

Holidays. 

Number  of  days 
entirely  closed. 

Month. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 

of 
readers. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 

of 
readers. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 

of 
readers. 

January  • 
"Februarv 

23 
24 

1,553 
1,779 

5 
4 

100 

72 

% 
1 

46 
45 

1,  New  Year's 
Day. 

March 

25 

1,877 

4 
• 

53 

2 

58  , 

April  • 

22 

1,681 

4 

76 

3 

92 

1,  Good  Friday. 

May  • 

25 

1,912 

5 

96 

1 

68 

June 

24 

2,054 

4 

83 

2 

64 

July 

26 

2,364 

5 

139 

August  . 
September 

21 

25 

2,224 
2,299 

3 
4 

75 

81 

... 
1 

»•» 

31 

7,  Repairs  to  ceil 
ing. 

October  . 

15 

1,259 

4 

109 

i 

8 

319 

4,  Durga  Puja 
holidays. 

XT   1. 

November 

22 

1,645 

4 

98 

4 

148 

December 

19 

1,380 

3 

95 

7 

322 

2,  Christmas  Daj 
and  "Vicerov's 
Cup  Day. 

Total 

271 

22,027 

49 

1,077 

31 

1,193 

15 

Daily  Average 

81 

21 

38 

Total  Readers  ....  24,297 
Total  days         .        4        .       .  351 
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Beading-Room  Statistics  shotting   number  of  requisitions  for  books  not  in  the 
Reference- Collection  in  the  Reading- Room ,  1904. 


Ordinary  days. 

Sundays. 

Holidays. 

Month. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 
of  re- 

U  U  l&I  L1UU.° » 

Number 

of 
day  s. 

Number 
of  re- 

a  in  o  i  fi  i\Y~\  c? 
1]  LLlblulOLlS* 

Number 
of 

n  AlinO  xr  a 

uoiiuays* 

Number 
of  re- 

Number  of  days 
entirely  closed. 

January  . 
February 

23 
24 

395 
378 

5 
4 

14 
13 

2 
1 

13 
4 

1,  New  Year's 
Day. 

March 

25 

485 

4 

13 

2 

16 

April 

22 

4  65 

4 

25 

3 

27 

1,  Good  Friday. 

May 

25 

532 

5 

29 

1 

17 

June 

24 

527 

4 

14 

2 

11 

July 

26 

535 

5 

25 

•  • . 

August  . 
September 

21 
25 

527 
675 

3 
4 

11 

26 

1 

7 

7,  Repairs'to  ceil- 
ing. 

October  . 
November 

15 
22 

362 
409 

4 
4 

17 
18 

8 

4 

57 
30 

4.    Durfra    Put  a 

}          J—'  W.X  Cell        JL  LLJ  OS 

holidays. 

December 

19 

401 

3 

15 

7 

71 

2,  Christmas  Day 
and  Viceroy's 
Cup  Day. 

Total 

271 

5,691 

49 

220 

31 

253 

15 

Daily  average 

20 

4 

••• 

8 

Total  Requisitions  ,  6,164 
Total  days  .  351 
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Annual  Beport  of  the  Imperial  Library. 


No.  231,  dated  Calcutta,  the  15th  February  1906. 

From — J.  Macfarlane,  Esq.,  Librarian,  Imperial  Library, 

To — The  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  Home  Department. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  following  Report  on  the  working  of 
the  Imperial  Library  for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1905. 

2.  Reading-Room— 

(a)  Issue  of  Tickets. — 1,043  permanent  tickets  were  issued  as  against . 
1,435  last  year.    The  Library  having  been  now  for  five  years  established,  the 
additional  permanent  tickets  are  doubtless  issued  for  the  most  part  to  new 
residents,  and  the  maintenance  of  former  high  totals  need  not  be  expected. 

On  the  other  hand  4,907  daily  and  weekly  tickets  were  issued,  more  than 
double  the  number  issued  last  year.  This  is  due  in  part  to  the  fact  that  it 
has  become  the  custom  for  native  visitors  in  Calcutta  from  all  parts  of  India  to 
visit  the  Library  and  in  most  cases  to  use  it  also  during  some  part  of  their  stay, 
and  in  part  to  the  exaction  of  the  sum  of  one  rupee  for  the  renewal  of  a  lost 
ticket,  which  regulation  readers  who  have  lost  their  tickets  seek  to  evade  by 
asking  for  daily  tickets  whenever  they  wish  to  read.  This  abuse  will  be  checked, 
it  is  hoped,  by  the  alphabetical  list  of  ticket-holders  which  has  been  compiled. 

The  sum  of  R22  has  been  obtained  by  the  exaction  of  this  fine,  and  the 
amount  credited  to  Government. 

(b)  and  (c)  Tabular  statements  showing  the  number  of  readers  in  1905  and 
the  number  of  requisitions  received  from  readers  for  books  not  in  the  reference 
collection  in  the  Reading-Room,  are  appended.  The  number  of  readers  shows 
an  advance  of  twenty-five  per  cent.,  the  average  number  of  requisitions  made 
by  each  shows  an  advance  of  fifteen  per  cent.  This  is  a  gratifying  result  as  far 
as  it  goes,  but  even  now  most  of  the  readers  are  engaged  in  elementary  study, 
and.  the  others  are  with  difficulty  induced  to  ask  for  what  they  want.  For  an 
improvement  it  will  doubtless  be  necessary  to  wait  for  the  Subject-index. 
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The  demand  for  vernacular  books  has  not  increased. 

Loan  of  boohs  from  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal. — The  Asiatic  Society  of 
Bengal  have  renewed  the  arrangement  whereby  their  books  and  manuscripts 
are  issued  on  loan  until  31st  August  1906  for  the  use  of  readers  in  the  Library. 
The  number  of  books  borrowed  from  the  Asiatic  Society  and  the  Board  of 
Examiners  was  respectively  43  and  22. 

3.  Preparation  and  Printing  of  Catalogues — 

(a)  Printer's  proofs  have  been  obtained  of  (a)  letters  A — G  of  the  Genera 
Catalogue,  part  4,  being  the  list  of  Official  Publications,  and  of  (6)  a  new 
edition  of  the  Reading-  tioom  Catalogue. 

(b)  The  printers  have  received  the  complete  manuscripts  of  a  Catalogue 
of  books  on  Political  Economy,  Economics,  Industries  and  Finance,  which 
should  be  ready  in  March. 

(c)  Part  II  of  the  General  Catalogue,  being  the  subject-index  to  the  books 
in  European  languages,  has  been  nearly  completed  in  manuscript. 

Owing  however  to  the  slow  progress  of  the  Catalogue  of  the  books  in  the 
Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal,  the  project  of  including  them  in  the  subject- index, 
put  forward  in  last  year's  report,  has  had  to  be  abandoned. 

(d)  Eleven  monthly  Lists  of  Additions  were  issued,  those  for  November 
and  December  having  to  be  amalgamated,  in  consequence  of  the  strike  in  the 
Government  Central  Press. 

(e)  The  Card  Catalogue  has  been  completed,  and  now  forms  a  list  of  all 
the  additions  made  to  the  Library  of  which  the  titles  belong  to  the  Author 
Catalogue. 

(/)  The  books  in  Indian  Vernaculars  are  now  completely  catalogued, 
except  a  portion  of  those  selected  from  among  the  publications  sent  to  the 
Government  of  Bengal  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Registration 
Act  of  1867.  Moreover  the  supply  of  these  publications  has  been  in  part 
postponed  at  the  request  of  the  Librarian.  Now  however  that  the  staff  of  the 
Library  has  been  increased,  these  arrears  of  cataloguing  will  soon  be  made  up. 

4.  Provision  of  shelf-space  for  books — 

The  whole  of  the  West  room  on  the  ground  floor  and  the  corridor  leading 
to  it  has  been  filled  with  book-stacks  of  three  stories,  and  the  accommodation 
thus  afforded  should  suffice,  as  was  noted  in  last  year's  report,  for  the  growth 
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of  six  years.  Most  of  the  books  of  the  Library  can  now  be  reached  without 
the  use  of  dangerous  ladders,  so  that  the  intercalation  of  additions,  and  the 
dusting,  can  be  much  more  thoroughly  done. 

5.  Acquisition  of  Books,  etc. — 

(a)  1,410  volumes  besides  108  sets  of  periodicals  (including  calendars, 
annuals  and  the  like),  were  acquired. 

(b)  A  special  grant  of  E 5,000  was  made  for  the  purchase  of  books  on 
economics  and  industries,  but  technical  books  being  costly,  the  total  was  not 
increased  to  the  extent  that  might  have  been  expected.  The  nature  of  these 
purchases  will  be  seen  when  the  catalogue  of  books  on  political  economy, 
commerce,  industries,  and  finance,  is  published.  Then  also  it  will  be  easy  to 
judge  how  poor  the  collection  of  financial  books  in  the  Library  is,  and  whether  a 
special  grant  to  increase  their  number  should  be  made. 

(c)  Despite  the  valuable  donation  of  the  University  of  Oxford  (see  below, 
paragraph  "/"),  the  Library  is  still  extremely  poor  in  English  literature  and 
English  translations  of  the  world's  classics. 

(d)  The  Government  of  India  has  addressed  the  Secretary  of  State  with 
a  view  to  obtain  for  the  Library  a  number  of  official  publications  of  European 
Governments,  dealing  with  Art,  Oriental  Literature,  Archaeology  and  Anthro- 
pology. It  is  hoped  that  they  will  be  presented,  in  view  of  the  small  return 
hitherto  made  for  the  publications  of  the  Government  of  India  sent  to  European 
official  institutions. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  through  the  Government  of  India,  for  the 
purchase  by  local  Governments  (other  than  Bengal)  on  behalf  of  the  Library, 
of  every  vernacular  publication  which  is  either  notable  for  research  of  specula- 
tion, or  is  important  as  an  expression  of  native  opinion,  or  is  a  specimen  of 
any  distinguished  writer  or  literary  movement,  or  is  a  good  reprint  of  a  classic, 
this  selection  being  confined  to  books  in  the  classical  languages  (Arabic, 
Persian,  and  Sanskrit)  and  in  Urdu  and  Hindi.  There  has  as  yet  been  hardly 
time  enough  for  these  arrangements  to  take  effect. 

(e)  Books  received  from  the  Bengal  Library. — 682  volumes  or  parts  of 
volumes  in  English,  Bengali,  and  Sanskrit,  including  periodicals,  were  received. 
These  had  been  sent  to  the  Government  of  Bengal  in  accordance  with  the 
Registration  Act  of  1867.  The  number  of  books  thus  received  might  have 
been  larger,  but  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  check  the  supply  for  a  time,  in 
order  that  the  cataloguing  staff  might  attend  to  more  urgent  work. 
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(/)  Presentations. — 652  volumes  were  presented  to  the  Library.  Among 
them  were  four  illustrated  books  (including  an  early  edition  of  Bernier's 
Travels)  from  Lord  Curzon,  189  volumes  from  the  University  of  Oxford, 
chosen  from  among  the  publications  of  the  Clarendon  Press,  and  a  set 
(100  volumes)  of  the  reports  of  the  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Society. 

(g)  Government  publications  received. — 3,673  publications  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  and  Local  Governments  were  received  in  the  Library.  This 
total  is  in  excess  of  that  for  last  year  (3,037),  but  the  increase  represents  not 
so  much  enhanced  activity  on  the  part  of  Government  as  the  receipt  of  the 
publications  of  former  years. 

1,024  British  Parliamentary  Blue-Books  were  received. 

6.  Theft  of  books — 

The  following  books  were  stolen  from  the  Eeading-Room — 

(1)  .  Elphinstone.    History  of  India. 

(2)  .  Snell.    Principles  of  Equity. 

(3)  .  Martineau.    Study  of  Eeligion. 

(4)  .  Moore.    Manual  of  Family  Medicine  for  India.* 

(5)  .  Mayne.    Criminal  Law. 

(6)  .       „    '    Hindu  Law. 

*  Another  copy  of  this  book  was  stolen  in  1903. 

7.  Preservation  of  Books — 

(a)  Binding.— 3,513  books  and  periodicals,  etc.,  139  volumes  of  news- 
papers and  37  portfolios  were  received  bound  from  the  Press. 

There  is  a  considerable  accumulation  of  unbound  newspapers,  periodicals 
and  books  which  will  be  dealt  with  in  1906,  an  increase  of  staff  partly  for  this 
purpose  having  been  sanctioned. 

(b)  Dusting. — The  Library  now  possessing  a  much  larger  number  of  books, 
especially  bulky  official  publications,  the  dusting  has  not  been  so  thorough  as 
heretofore,  but  this  again  will  be  remedied  in  the  coming  year.  The  coolies 
employed  in  this  work,  who  are  unable  to  read,  are  the  source  of  much 
disorder  on  the  shelves,  and  it  is  intended  to  obtain  in  their  stead  a  class  of  men 
with  some  slight  education,  on  better  pay. 


8.  Requisitions  for  books  and  papers  and  number  op  reminders 
issued  por  their  return — 

9,612  *  books  and  printed  documents  were  issued  on  loan  to  various 
*  (in  1904-  7,400).  officers  and  persons,  besides  64  t  books 

t  cin  1904— 39 ).  issued  on  loan  to  the  proprietors  of  the 

t  (in  1904-36).  Me  Caicutta  public  Library  and  193  J 

to  private  persons  upon  payment  of  deposit  money.  Prom  the  figures  for 
last  year  appended  in  the  margin,  it  is  evident  that  the  activity  of  the  Library 
in  this  direction  has  very  largely  increased. 

9.  Number  op  letters  and  cases — 

Altogether  1,258  letters  ||  were  received  and  2,089^*  issued  during  the  year, 
|]  (in  1904—561).  and  97  informal  cases  were  disposed  of. 

IT  (In  190i-771). 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sib, 

Tour  most  obedient  Servant, 

J.  MACIARLANE, 
Librarian. 
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IMPERIAL  LIBRARY. 


Reading-Boom  Statistics  showing  number  of  Readers  during  the  year  1905. 


Ordinary  days. 

Holidays. 

Sundays. 

Davs  entirplv 
closed. 

Month. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 

of 
visitors. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 

of 
visitors. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 
visitors. 

January  . 
February 

25 
21 

2,021 
1,768 

1 

3 

29 
111 

4 
4 

130 

106 

1,    New  Year's 
Day. 

March 

24 

1,939 

3 

94 

4 

106 

April  • 

21 

2,227 

3 

107 

5 

132 

1,  Good  Friday. 

May 

26 

2,587 

1 

52 

4 

107 

June 

24 

2,221 

2 

53 

4 

88 

July 

26 

2,744 

5 

125 

August  . 

26 

3,091 

1 

33 

4 

104 

September 

25 

2,808 

1 

24 

4 

136 

October  . 

x  O 

1  0 

1U 

4,  Durga  Pujas. 

liovemDer  , 

24 

2,690 

2 

84 

4 

113 

December 

19 

2,199 

6 

275 

5 

170 

1,  X'mas  Day. 

Total 

274 

27,523 

33 

1,343 

51 

1,403 

7 

Daily  average 

100 

40 

27 

Total  number  of  readers  •  30,269 

Total  number  of  days  open    ,       «        .       .  358 
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IMPERIAL  LIBRARY. 


Beading- Room  Statistics  showing  number  of  requisitions  for  books  not 
Reference-Collection  in  the  Reading* Room,  during  the  year  1905. 


the 


Month. 

Ordinary  days. 

Holidays. 

Sundays. 

Days  entirely 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 

of  re- 
quisitions. 

Number 

of 
days. 

Number 
of  re- 
quisitions. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 

of  re- 
quisitions. 

.1  arm  3  TV 

O  tin  Hal  Jf     •  • 

l 

J. 

a 
u 

4 

84 

-i-j   i.>tjw    i  car  s 

Day. 

21 

3 

33 

4 

25 

24 

511 

3 

20 

4 

26 

April      •  • 

21 

538 

3 

15 

5 

32 

* )  vuuu  xiiu.ciy» 

May       .  • 

26 

560 

1 

3 

4 

18 

June      •  • 

24 

4^1 

ml 

10 

4 

5 

Jnl  v 

v  uiy         «  • 

26 

708 

5 

14 

August  . 

26 

714 

1 

5 

4 

8 

September 

25 

586 

1 

6 

4 

17 

October  . 

13 

279 

10 

114 

4 

12 

4,  Durga  Pujas. 

November 

24 

420 

2 

12 

4 

28 

December  . 

19 

500 

6 

41 

5 

34 

1 .  "5C'ma,R  T)a,v 

J-  \     dCl.    X±±CA)iJ    .*  J  CKi  y  • 

Total 
Daily  average 

274 

6,408 

33 

265 

51 

253 

7 

23 

8 

4 

Total  number  of  requisitions 
Total  number  of  days  open 


6,924 
358 
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IMPERIAL  LIBRARY, 

CALCUTTA. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1906. 


Annual  Report  on  the  working  of  the  Imperial  Library  for  the  year  ended 

31st  December,  1906. 


No.  479,  dated  Calcutta,  the  3rd  April,  1907. 
From — Harinath  De,  Esq.,  M.A.,  Officiating*  Librarian,  Imperial  Library, 
To — The  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  Home  Department. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the  working  of  the 
Imperial  Library  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1906. 

The  Library  has  sustained  a  great  loss  by  the  untimely  death  of  its  Libra- 
rian, Mr.  John  Macfarlane,  to  whom  are  due  the  organisation  and  arrange- 
ment of  the  Library  under  the  scheme  initiated  by  Lord  Curzon  in  1902. 
Mr.  Macfar lane's  ability  and  experience  as  a  Librarian  combined  with  his 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  Library  secured  him  the  esteem  and  respect  of 
all  who  came  in  contact  with  him. 

At  their  annual  meeting  held  on  the  7th  of  December,  1906,  the  Council 
of  the  Library  passed  a  resolution  expressing  their  deep  regret  for  the  death  of 
Mr.  John  Macfarlane  to  whose  experience  and  energy  the  Library  is  so  deeply 
indebted,  and  directed  that  a  copy  of  their  resolution  should  be  sent  to 
Mrs.  Macfarlane,  which  was  done  in  due  course. 

From  the  14th  May,  1906,  to  the  21st  February,  1907,  Mr.  J.  D'Silva,  the 
Head  Clerk  of  the  Library,  had  been  acting  for  the  Librarian.  The  manner  in 
which  Mr.  D'Silva  discharged  his  duties  leaves  nothing  to  be  desired.  It  was 
on  the  afternoon  of  the  22nd  February  that  I  took  over  charge  of  the  Library 
from  Mr.  D'Silva. 

Beabing-Koom — 

(a)  Issue  of  Tickets.  —  596  Permanent  tickets  were  issued  as  against  1,043 
in  1905  and  1,435  in  1904.  This  decrease,  however,  does  not  indicate  that  the 
Library  has  been  less  extensively  used  than  it  had  been  during  the  two  pre- 
ceding years,  for  the  additional  tickets  were,  as  pointed  out  by  my  late  pre- 
decessor in  last  year's  report,  issued  mostly  to  non-resident  readers. 

On  the  other  hand  7,204  daily  and  weekly  tickets  were  issued  as  against 
4,907  in  1905,  a  fact  which  shows  that  the  number  of  daily  visitors  to  the 
Library  during  1906  exceeds  that  during  1905  by  2,297.    This  increase  is  no 
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doubt  due  to  the  fact  that  the  public  are  beginning  to  realise  the  importance 
of  this  Institution  and  have,  therefore,  commenced  to  use  it  to  a  larger  extent 
than  they  had  done  in  previous  years.  Last  year  it  was  thought  that  the  in- 
crease was  due  in  part  to  applications  for  daily  tickets  from  readers  who,  having 
lost  their  permanent  tickets,  sought  to  evade  the  payment  of  the  fine  of  one 
rupee  imposed  on  those  who  apply  for  a  renewal  of  a  lost  ticket.  The  alpha- 
betical list  of  ticket-holders,  however,  which  has  since  been  compiled  with  the 
object  of  checking  such  an  abuse,  will  establish  beyond  doubt  that  the  increase 
in  the  issue  of  daily  tickets  rightly  represents  the  increasing  interest  taken  by 
the  Indian  public  in  the  Imperial  Library.  That  this  list  has  fulfilled,  to  some 
extent,  the  object  for  which  it  has  been  compiled,  is  proved  by  the  fact  that 
the  amount  obtained  from  fines  in  1906  is,  as  will  be  seen  below,  nearly  double 
the  amount  which  was  realised  in  1905.  The  increase  seems  due  also  to 
another  fact,  pi$.t  that  many  of  those  who  recently  flocked  from  all  parts 
of  India  in  order  to  attend  ttie  last  Indian  National  Congress  or  to  see  the 
Indian  Industrial  Exhibition  at  Calcutta,  were  constant  visitors  of  the  Library 
during  their  stay  in  the  metropolis. 

The  sum  of  Rs.  41  has  been  obtained  by  the  exaction  of  the  fine  referred 

to  above,  which  exceeds  the  fine  realised 
Es.  22  realised  in  1905.  in  1905,  by  Es.  19,  and  the  amount  has 

been  duly  credited  to  Government. 

(?))  and  (c)  Tabular  Statements  showing  the  number  of  readers  in  1906 
and  the  number  of  requisitions  received  from  readers  for  books  not  in  the 
reference  collection  in  the  R  eading-Room,  are  appended.  The  number  of 
readers  shows  an  appreciable  advance  of  fourteen  per  cent,  which  appears  to  be 
a  decided  improvement,  when  we  consider  the  fact  that  while  the  Eeading- 
Eoom  was  open  for  358  days  in  1905,  daring  the  year  under  review  it  was  open 
for  337  days  only.  The  average  number  of  requisitions  made  for  books  not  in 
the  reference  collection  shows  a  decrease  of  nine  per  cent.  This  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  under  review  a  large  number  of  books 
was  added  to  the  reference  collection  in  the  Reading-Room ,  as  experience 
showed  that  there  was  likelihood  of  their  being  constantly  consulted  by  Indian 
readers.  As  was  pointed  out  by  my  late  lamented  predecessor  in  his  last  year's 
report,  the  number  of  requisitions  will  doubtless  increase  when  the  Subject- 
Index  is  published.  Though  it  has  long  been  ready  for  publication  yet  when 
the  fact  was  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Council  by  Mr.  D'Silva,  the  Head 
Clerk  of  the  Library  who  was  then  in  charge,  the  Council  decided  that  its 
printing  should  be  postponed  till  a  new  Librarian  was  appointed.  Here  I  may 
mention  that  the  demand  for  vernacular  books  has  not  increased. 
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Loan  of  boohs  from  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal. — The  Asiatic  Society  of 
Bengal  have  renewed  the  arrangement  whereby  their  books  and  manuscripts  are 
issued  on  loan  for  the  use  of  readers  in  the  Library  The  number  of  books 
borrowed  from  the  Asiatic  Society  and  the  Board  of  Examiners  was  48  and  24 
respectively  as  against  43  and  22  in  1905. 

Preparation  akd  printing  of  Catalogues — 

(a)  A  new  edition  of  the  Reading-Boom  Catalogue  has  been  issued. 

(b)  The  Catalogue  of  books  on  Political  Economy,  Economics,  Industries 
and  Finance  with  additions  up  to  November,  1906,  has  also  been  issued. 

(c)  Printer's  proofs  of  letters  A  to  G  of  the  General  Catalogue,  Part  4, 
being  the  List  of  Official  Publications,  which  were  received  in  1905,  have  been 
revised  and  renumbered.  Deficiencies  have  been  supplied  and  fresh  additions 
made  to  them.    These  have  now  been  sent  to  press  for  final  printing. 

(d)  Part  2  of  the  General  Catalogue,  being  the  Subject-Index  to  the  Books 
in  European  Languages,  has  been  completed  in  manuscript  and  remains  only 
to  be  arranged  and  sent  to  press. 

(e)  Twelve  monthly  Lists  of  Additions  were  issued  during  the  year. 

(./  )  The  Card  Catalogue  is  being  kept  up  to  date  and  forms  a  list  of  all 
the  additions  made  to  the  Library. 

(g)  The  books  in  Indian  vernaculars,  with  all  accessions  up  to  date,  have 
been  catalogued,  except  those  received  from  the  Beogal  Library.  These  will 
be  included  in  the  Catalogue  as  soon  as  possible. 

Provision  of  Shelf-space  for  boohs. — As  stated  last  year,  the  whole  of  the 
west  room  on  the  ground  floor  and  the  corridor  leading  to  it  have  been  filled 
with  racks  of  three  storeys  and  the  accommodation  thus  afforded  would,  I  think, 
suffice  for  the  growth  of  a  few  more  years.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  have 
similar  racks  erected  in  the  south  room  on  the  ground  floor  where  at  present  iron 
ones  exist.  This  is  the  only  room  which  has  not  got  three-storey  racks.  These 
iron  racks  do  not  give  the  accommodation  which  the  three- storey  racks  do. 
Besides  the  three-storey  racks  furnish  gangways  on  which  the  coolies  can 
conveniently  stand  when  dusting  the  books,  whereas  the  present  racks  are 
inaccessible  except  by  means  of  ladders. 

Acquisition  of  Books,  etc. — 1,446  volumes  besides  173  sets  of  periodicals 
were  acquired. 
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Boohs  received  from  the  Bengal  Library. — 194  volumes,  including 
periodicals,  were  received. 

Presentations.— 617  volumes,  including  290  periodicals,  were  presented  to 
the  Library.  Of  this  number  some  160  volumes  of  miscellaneous  literature 
were  presented  by  Colonel  Dunlop-Smith,  Private  Secretary  to  His  Excellency 
the  Viceroy ;  26  volumes,  being  a  set  of  Naturae  Novitates,  were  presented 
by  the  Director,  Geological  Survey.  9  volumes  of  Reports  of  Parliamentary 
Committee  were  presented  by  Mr.  C.  W.  McMinn. 

Government  publications  reseived.^ 4,541  publications  of  the  Government 
of  India  and  local  Governments  were  received  in  the  Library.  This  total  is  in 
excess  of  that  for  1905  (3,673)  by  868. 

729  British  Parliamentary  Blue  Books  were  received  as  compared  with 
1,024  received  in  1905.  This  decrease  is  more  apparent  than  real.  It  is  due 
to  the  discontinuance  of  the  supply  of  duplicate  copies. 

Theft  of  Books.— As  in  previous  years,  several  books  have  been  stolen  from 
the  Heading-Room.  As  the  larger  proportion  of  these  are  law  books  and 
scientific  text-books,  it  would  appear  that  the  delinquents  are  chiefly  young 
students  who  frequent  the  Library.  To  obviate  the  recurrence  of  thefts  several 
precautions  have  been  taken  :  (1)  The  books  which  it  was  considered  necessary 
to  replace  have  been  removed  to  the  Librarian's  room,  and  access  to  them  can 
only  be  obtained  by  signing  requisition-slips.  (2)  A  special  sorter  whose  duty 
it  is  to  act  as  a  detective,  has  been  placed  in  the  Reading-Room,  and  since  this 
action  was  taken,  it  is  gratifying  to  note  that  no  thefts  have  occurred.  In  addi- 
tion to  these  safeguards,  there  are  one  or  two  others  in  contemplation,  by  the 
adoption  of  which  it  is  expected  that  the  chances  of  theft  will  altogether 
disappear. 

Preservation  of  Books— 

(a)  Binding.— 5,474  books  and  periodicals  etc.,  266  volumes  of  News- 
papers and  Gazettes,  and  23  portfolios  were  received  bound  from  the  press. 
These  numbers  show  a  considerable  increase  over  the  figures  for  19U5  which  were 
3,513  books  and  periodicals,  and  139  volumes  of  newspapers. 

(b)  Dusting. — The  dusting  of  the  books  etc.  is  now  done  much  better 
than  in  previous  years.  This  is  due  to  Government  sanctioning  dusting  bearers 
on  better  pay  in  place  of  the  coolies  who  used  to  do  their  work  in  a  very  care* 
less  manner  and  who  being  unable  to  read  were  likely  to  create  much  disorder 
in  the  arrangement  of  the  books  on  the  shelves. 
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IIequisitions  for  books  and  papers  and  number  of  reminders  issued  for 
their  return — ■ 

9,721*  books  and  printed  documents  were  issued  on  loan  to  various  officers 

and  persons,  besides  75 1  books  issued  on 
*  If12'  loan  to  the  Proprietors  of  the  late  Cal- 

l  193-  cutta  Public  Library  and  701 J  to  private 

persons  upon  payment  of  deposit  money. 
These  figures  show  an  increase  over  those  of  1905  as  noted  in  the  margin. 

Number  of  letters  and  cases — 

Altogether  1,437 §  letters  were  received  and  2,335 1|  issued  during  the  year. 

§  1,258.  These  figures  show  an  increase  over  those 

11 2'089-  of  1905  as  noted  in  the  margin. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 
HABINATH  DE, 
Officiating  Librarian. 
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Heading-Boom  Statistics  showing  number  of  Readers  during  the  year  1906. 


OeDINABY  DATS. 

Holidays. 

Sundays. 

Days  entirely 
closed. 

Month. 

Number 
of 
days.  ' 

Number 

of 
visitors. 

Number 
of 

days. 

Number 

of 
visitors. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 

of 
visitors. 

January 

20 

1,925 

4 

146 

4 

95 

3 

February  . 

23 

2,367 

1 

60 

4 

131 

* 

March 

24 

3,013 

3 

132 

4 

116 

April  • 

22 

2,838 

2 

50 

5 

100 

1  Good  Friday. 

May 

26 

3,316 

1 

54 

4 

91 

June  . 

24 

3,160 

2 

65 

4 

131 

July 

26 

3,304 

5 

164 

August     .  . 

27 

3,268 

4 

85 

September 

17 

2  288 

2 

105 

3 

41 

8,  On  account 
of  repairs. 

October 

11 

1,364 

4 

154 

2 

61 

14,  ditto 
and  Durga 
Puja  holidays. 

November .  • 

25 

3,254 

1 

50 

4 

130 

December 

18 

2,021 

6 

188 

5 

135 

2,  Librarian's 
death  and 
X'mas  day. 

Total 

263 

32,063 

26 

1,004 

48 

1,280 

28 

Daily  average . 

121 

38 

26 

Total  number  of  Readers      .        .        .  34,347 
Ditto         of  Days  open  .        .        .  337 
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Reading -Room  Statistics  showing  number  of  requisitions  for  books  not  in  the 
Rejerence  Collection  in  the  Reading- Room  during  the  year  1906. 


Obdinaby  days. 

Holidays. 

Sundays. 

Days  entirely 
closed. 

Month. 



Number 
of 

davs. 

Number 

of  re- 
quisitions. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 
of  re- 
quisitions. 

Number 
of 
davs. 

.7  • 

Number 

of  re- 
quisitions. 

January 

20 

397 

4 

41 

4 

25 

Q 
O 

February^  . 

23 

600 

1 

10 

4 

15 

March 

24 

642 

3 

30 

4 

18 

April 

22 

548 

2 

13 

5 

23 

1  Good  Friday. 

May         .  , 

26 

540 

1 

7 

4 

20 

June  . 

24 

472 

2 

14 

4 

26 

July 

26 

520 

5 

42 

August 

27 

709 

4 

23 

September 

17 

333 

2 

23 

3 

14 

8,  On  account  of 
repairs. 

October 
November 

11 

25 

218 
467 

4 
1 

38 
9 

2 
4 

21 

22 

14,  ditto 
and  Durga 
Puja  holidays. 

December 

18 

368 

6 

36 

5 

15 

2;  Librarian's 
death  and 
X'floas  day. 

Total 

263 

5,814 

26 

221 

48 

264 

28 

Daily  average 

22 

8 

•  •« 

5 

Total  number  of  "Requisitions        .        .  6,299 
Ditto         of  Days  open  •        .  337 


(i.  I.  C.  P.  O.— No.  72  I.  L. — 2-7-1907. — 150— D.  D'E. 


IMPERIAL  LIBRARY, 

CALCUTTA. 
* 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1907. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Imperial  Library . 


From  —  Harinath  De,  Esq.;  M.A.,  Librarian,  Imperial  Library,  Calcutta, 
To — The  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  Home  Department. 

SlRj 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  following  report  on  the  working  of  the 
Imperial  Library  for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1907. 

2.  Reading-Room. — 

(a)  Issue  of  Tickets. — During  the  period  from  1st  January  to  31st 
December  1907,  515  permanent  tickets  were  issued  as  against  596  in  1906. 
On  the  other  hand,  7,375  daily  and  weekly  tickets  were  issued  as  against  7,204 
in  1906.  These  figures  show  that  there  is  a  greater  demand  for  daily  tickets 
than  for  permanent  ones. 

Added  to  these,  there  were  26  duplicate  tickets  issued  to  replace  those  lost 
for  which  a  corresponding  sum  of  R26  was  realised  and  sent  to  the  Bank  to  the 
credit  of  Government. 

(b)  and  (c)  Tabular  Statements  showing  the  number  of  Readers  in  1907 
and  the  number  of  Requisitions  received  from  readers  for  books  not  in  the 
reference-collection  in  the  Reading-Room,  are  appended. 

Loan  of  Books  from  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal. — The  arrangement 
with  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal  whereby  their  books  and  manuscripts  are 
issued  on  loan  for  the  use  of  the  readers  in  the  Library  still  continues.  The 
number  of  books  borrowed  fiom  the  Asiatic  Society  and  the  Board  of 
Examiners  was  30  and  25  respectively  as  against  48  and  24  in  1906. 

3.  Preparation  and  Printing  op  Catalogues. — 

(a)  As  stated  last  year,  the  printer's  proofs  of  letters  A  to  G  of  the 
General  Catalogue,  part  4,  being  the  List  of  Official  Publications,  had  been 
completed  and  sent  to  Press  for  final  printing.  These  have  since  been  printed 
off,  and  the  letters  H  to  M  have  been  revised  and  renumbered  and  sent  to 
Press  for  proof. 

(6)  Last  year  it  was  stated  that  part  2  of  the  General  Catalogue,  being 
the  Subject-Index  to  the  Books  in  European  Languages,  had  been  completed 


2 


in  manuscript  and  remained  only  to  be  arranged  and  sent  to  Press.  This  has 
since  been  done  up  to  the  end  of  the  letter  O,  and  proofs  up  to  the  end  of  the 
letter  E  have  been  received  and  examined.  It  may  here  be  mentioned  that  owing 
to  the  Press  laying  aside  this  work,  during  the  time  of  the  Budget  pressure, 
it  could  not  get  on  faster. 

(c)  Twelve  monthly  Lists  of  Additions  were  issued  during  the  year. 

(d)  The  Card  Catalogue  is  being  kept  up  to  date  and  forms  a  list  of  all  the 
additions  made  to  the  Library. 

(e)  It  was  stated  last  year  that  the  books  in  Indian  Vernaculars,  with  all 
accessions  up  to  date,  had  been  catalogued,  except  those  received  from  the 
Bengal  Library.  The  latter  have  now  been  taken  in  hand  and  with  the  help 
of  the  additional  temporary  clerk,  sanctioned  for  this  work,  it  is  expected 
the  work  will  soon  be  finished. 

4.  Provision  op  shelf-space  for  books. — 

This  question  will  soon  become  acute.  We  have  at  present  accommodation 
for  a  couple  of  years.  But  with  certain  alterations  which  I  propose  to  make  to 
the  existing  racks  in  order  to  provide  additional  shelf-space  there  will  be 
accommodation  for  three  or  four  years  to  come. 

5.  Acquisition  of  books,  etc. — 

2,318  volumes,  besides  190  sets  of  periodicals,  were  acquired  during  the 
year  as  compared  with  1,446  volumes  and  173  sets  of  periodicals  acquired  in 
1906.  The  increase  is  due  to  a  large  number  of  volumes  being  brought  out 
for  the  Finance  and  Commerce  Departments. 

Boohs  received  from  the  Bengal  Library. — 799  volumes,  including 
periodicals,  were  received  from  the  Bengal  Library  as  compared  with  19  i 
volumes  received  in  1906. 

Presentations. — 989  volumes,  including  347  periodicals,  were  presented 
to  the  Library  as  compared  with  617  volumes  including  290  periodicals 
presented  in  1906.  Of  this  number  289  volumes  of  miscellaneous  literature 
were  presented  by  the  Private  Secretary  to  His  Excellency  the  Viceroy  ;  4 
volumes  by  the  Hon'ble  Raja  Udai  Protap  Singh,  C.S.I.,  Raja  of  Bhinga  ; 
37  volumes  by  Lieutenant-Colonel  D.  C.  Phillot  ;  7  volumes  by  the  Consul- 
General  for  Chile  in  India  ;  3  volurnea  by  the  Consul  for  Belgium  in  Calcutta ; 
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3  volumes  by  the  Trustees  of  the  Gibb's  Memorial  and  29  volumes  by  the 
Trustees  of  the  British  Museum.  The  Romanes  Lecture,  1907,  was  presented 
by  Lord  Curzon. 

Besides  the  above,  2,333  volumes  have  been  received  from  the  Library  of 
Congress,  United  States  of  America,  through  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

Government  Publications  received. — 6,499  publications  of  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  and  local  Governments  were  received  in  the  Library.  This 
total  is  in  excess  of  that  for  1106  (4,541)  by  1,958. 

1,015  British  Parliamentary  Blue  Books  were  received  as  compared  with 
729  received  in  1906. 

6.  Theft  of  Books. — 

During  the  year  1907  only  two  books  wTere  stolen  from  the  Reading-Booni 
viz.,  (1)  Kisori  M .  Chatter ji :  "Law  relating  to  the  Transfer  of  Immoveable 
Property,"  1890 ;  and  (2)  Abbot  (E.  A.):  "Shakespearian  Grammar/'  1901. 

7.  PRESERVATION  OF  BOOKS. — 

(a)  Binding. — 6,533  books  aud  periodicals,  etc.,  470  volumes  of  news- 
papers and  gazettes,  and  29  portfolios  and  guard  files  were  received  bound  from 
the  Press.  These  numbers  show  a  considerable  increase  over  the  figures  for 
1906  which  were  5,474  books  and  periodicals,  and  266  volumes  of  newspapers. 

(b)  Dusting  t — As  stated  last  year  the  dusting  of  the  books,  etc.,  is  now 
done  more  thoroughly  than  in  previous  years;  but  as  the  number  of  books  is 
increasing  we  will  soon  require  a  larger  number  of  dusting  bearers. 

8.  Eequisitions  for  books  and  papers  and  number  of  reminders 

issued  for  their  return. — 

9,833*  books  and  printed  documents  were  issued  on  loan  to  various  officers 

and  persons,    besides  47 1  books  issued 
*  ^21-  on  loan  to  the  Proprietors  of  the  late 

j  7oi.  Calcutta    Public    Library  and  803 J  to 

private  persons  upon  payment  of  deposit 
money.  These  figures  show  an  increase  over  those  of  1906  as  noted  in  the 
margin. 
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9.  Number  of  letters  and  cases.-— 

Altogether  1,  520*  letters  were  received  and  2,450t  issued  daring  the  year 
«  j  437  These  figures  show  an  increase  over  thos< 

t  2^335.  of  1906  as  noted  m  the  margin. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  Servant, 

HAR1NATH  DE, 

Librarian. 
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IMPERIAL  LIBRARY. 


Beading-room  statistics  showing  number  of  BEADEBS  during  the  year  J007. 


Ordinary. 

Sundays. 

Holidays. 

Month. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 

of 
readers. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 

of 
readers. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 

of 
readers. 

Days  entirely 
closed. 

January  . 

February 

0  Q 
AO 

0  1 

2  ^46 

A}A\JO 

4 

1  07 
Ql 

y  i 

CI 

Q 

1  77 

1,  New  Year's 
Day. 

March 
April 

94 
23 

AO 

2  770 
3,022 

4 
4 

X  X  u 

92 

%t  A 

3 

25 
02 

2,  Good  Friday 
and  Easter 
Sunday. 

May 

27 
a  i 

3,419 

4 

RO 
o\j 

June 

9<* 

AO 

9  61 Q 

p; 

0 
A 

July 

0  7 

9  Ql  Q 

Q9 

VA 

August  . 

26 

2,438 

4 

99 

1 

35 

September 

25 

2,162 

5 

123 

e  •  * 

October  . 

16 

i   r>  a  pi 

1,207 

3 

45 

8 

n  o  ft 

233 

4,  Durga  Pujas. 

November 

21 

1,559 

4 

97 

5 

158 

December 

19 

1,478 

5 

116 

6 

278 

1,  X'mas  Day. 

Total 

275 

28,402 

50 

1,155 

32 

1,171 

8 

Daily  average 

103 

23 

36 

Total  number  of  days  open  .  .  357 
Total  number  of  readers         .        .  30,728 
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IMPERIAL  LIBRARY. 

Reading-room  statistic*,  showing  number  of  REQUISITIONS  for  books 
not  in  the  Reading-room  during  the  year  1907. 


Month. 

Ordinary. 

Sundays. 

Holidays. 

Days  entirely 
ci>  sed. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 

of  re- 
quisition*. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 
of  re- 
quisitions. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 
of  re- 
quisitions. 

January  . 

23 

448 

4 

16 

3 

37 

1, 

New  Year's 

Day. 

February 

21 

433 

4 

40 

3 

30 

March  . 

24 

502 

4 

20 

1 

7 

»■ 

Good  Friday 

and  Easter 

April 

23 

538 

4 

31 

3 

13 

Sunday. 

May 

27 

614 

4 

14 

... 

J  ane       .  . 

23 

440 

5 

32 

2 

15 

July 

27 

618 

4 

29 

*  •  • 

... 

August  . 

26 

543 

4 

17 

1 

4 

September 

25 

509 

5 

21 

October  . 

16 

327 

3 

12 

8 

47 

4, 

Durga  Pujas. 

November 

21 

A  KO 

4 

- 

1** 

c 
0 

0  / 

December 

19 

414 

5 

13 

6 

5S 

1. 

X'mas  Day. 

Total  . 
Average 

275 

5,839 

50 

259 

32 

248 

8 

21 

5 

7 

Total  number  of  days  open  .  .  357 
Total  number  of  requisitions      .        .  6,346 

Qui.  G.  P.  0-~ No  2  1.  1*4—20*5-19  08— 500— -H.  M.  B. 


IMPERIAL  LIBRARY, 

CALCUTTA. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1908. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Imperial  Library. 


No.  953,  dated  Calcutta,  the  3rd  July  1909. 

From—  Hakinath  D£,  Esq.,  M.A.,  Librarian,  Imperial  Library,  Calcutta, 
To — The  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  Home  Department. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  following  report  on  the  working  of  the 
Imperial  Library  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1908. 

2.  Eeading-Eoom. — 

(a)  Issue  of  Tickets. — During  the  period  from  1st  January  to  31st  Decem- 
ber 1908,  539  permanent  and  7,757  daily  and  weekly  tickets  were  issued  as 
against  515  and  7,375,  respectively,  in  the  previous  year.  Thirty-five  per- 
manent duplicate  tickets  were  renewed  on  the  old  tickets  being  mutilated 
and  given  up,  while  44  such  duplicate  tickets  were  issued  to  replace  those  lost 
on  payment  of  a  corresponding  sum  of  Es.  44,  which  was  duly  sent  to  the  Bank 
to  the  credit  of  Government. 

A  sum  of  Us,  14-4,  being  the  sale  proceeds  of  76  leather  cases  for  tickets 
for  the  Eeading-Eoom,  has  been  deposited  in  the  Bank  to  the  credit  of  Govern- 
ment. 

(b)  and  {c)  Tabular  statements  showing  the  number  of  readers  in  1908 
and  the  number  of  requisitions  received  from  readers  for  books  not  in  the 
reference- collection  in  the  Eeading-Eoom  are  appended. 

loan  of  books  from  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal  and  Board  of  Ex- 
aminers.— The  arrangement  with?  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal  whereby  their 
books  and  manuscripts  are  issued  on  loan  for  the  use  of  the  readers  in  the 
Library  still  continues.  The  number  of  books  borrowed  from  the  Asiatic 
Society  and  the  Board  of.  Examiners  was  12  and  23,  respectively,  as  against  30 
and  25  in  1907. 

3.  Preparation  and  Printing  op  Catalogues.— 

(a)  The  final  proof  of  letters  H  to  L  of  the  Catalogue  of  Official  Pub- 
lications has  been  called  for  from  the  Press.  This  completes  the  first  volume 
of  the  General  Catalogue,  part  4. 

Rl-12,  being  the  sale  proceeds  of  a  copy  of  the  Subject-Index  of  works 
on  Political  Economy,  etc.,  has  been  credited  to  Government,  as  also  Es.  30 
realised  by  the  sale  of  miscellaneous  and  waste-papers. 


2 


(b)  Volume  I  of  the  Subject-Index  to  the  Author-Catalogue  containing 
the  letters  A — L  was  completed  and  has  been  issued  by  the  press.  It  appears 
to  be  in  great  request  among  readers  who  utilise  the  Library  for  the  purpose  of 
doing  earnest  work  here.  Letters  M— E  of  Volume  II  have  already  been  sent 
to  press,  and  the  remaining  letters  will  follow  in  due  course. 

{c)  Twelve  monthly  Lists  of  Additions  were  issued  during  the  year. 

(d)  The  Card  Catalogue  is  being  kept  up  to  date,  and  forms  a  list  of  all 
the  additions  made  to  the  Library. 

(e)  The  manuscript  of  the  Catalogue  of  Bengali  Books  has  been  completed 
and  sent  to  the  press. 

(/)  The  Catalogue  of  Maps  and  Plans  has  been  completed  and  sent  to  the 
press  for  final  printing. 

4.  Acquisition  of  Books. — 

1,538  volumes,  besides  195  sets  of  periodicals,  were  acquired  during  the 
year,  as  compared  with  2,318  volumes  and  190  sets  of  periodicals  acquired  in 
the  previous  year. 

Books  received  from  the  Bengal  Library. — 1,412  volumes,  including 
periodicals,  were  received  from  the  Bengal  Library,  as  compared  with  799 
volumes  received  in  1907.  A  large  number  of  vernacular  publications  is 
expected  from  the  Bengal  Library. 

Presentations. — 272  volumes  were  presented  to  the  Library  during  the 
year,  as  compared  with  989  volumes  of  the  previous  year. 

Government  Publications  received. — 4,943  publications  of  the  Government 
of  India  and  local  Governments  were  received  during  the  year,  as  against  6,499 
of  the  previous  twelve  months. 

Besides  the  above,  2,854  volumes  have  been  received  from  the  Library  of 
Congress,  Washington,  through  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

731  British  Parliamentary  Blue  Books  were  received  during  the  year  as 
against  1,015  in  1907. 

5.  Theft  of  Books. — 

During  the  year  1908  nine  books  in  all  were  stolen  from  the  Beading-Room. 
Of  these,  three  were  recovered  from  the  offenders  and  convictions  obtained 
against  them.  The  thefts,  it  may  be  noted,  occurred  main]y  from  the  shelf 
containing  law-books  before  the  introduction  of  the  "  bar-  lock"  system  (to 
secure  that  particular  shelf)  and  the  appointment  of  a  special  a  detective/' 
by  whom  the  offenders  were  apprehended.    No  thefts  have  since  taken  place. 
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6.  Preservation  of  Books — 

(a)  Binding. — 7,189  books  and  periodicals,  etc.,  521  volumes  of  news- 
papers and  gazettes,  and  7  portfolios  were  received  bound  from  the  press.  The 
figures  for  the  previous  year  were  6,533  books  and  periodicals,  etc.,  470  volumes 
of  newspapers  and  gazettes,  and  29  portfolios  and  guardfiles,  respectively. 

(b)  Dusting. — The  dusting  of  the  books,  etc.,  is  being  done  as  well  as  can 
be  managed  with  the  present  set  of  dusting  bearers.  As  the  number  of  books 
is  steadily  increasing,  a  larger  number  of  dusting  bearers  will  soon  be  required. 

7.  Requisitions  for  books  and  papers  and  number  of  reminders 

ISSUED  FOR  THEIR  RETURN — 

9,989  *  books  and  printed  documents  were  issued  on  loan  to  various  officers 
#9,833.  and  persons,  besides  21 1  books  issued  on 

J47.  loan  to  the  proprietors  of  the  Calcutta 

I803,  Public  Library    and  1,467  t  to  private 

persons-  upon  payment  of  deposit  money.  293  reminders  were  sent  for  the 
return  of  books,  etc.    The  figures  in  the  margin  shew  the  numbers  for  1907. 

Es.  2-12,  realised  from  a  depositor  on  account  of  the  loss  of  a  book  issued  to 
him  on  loan,  has  been  credited  to  Government. 

8.  Number  of  letters  and  cases — 

Altogether  1,628  §  letters  were  received  and  2,500  ||  issued  during  the 
§  1,520.  year.   The  figures  in  the  margin  shew  the 

U  2,450.  numbers  for  1907. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

HAEINATH  Dfi, 

Librarian. 
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IMPERIAL  LIBRARY. 


Reading-Room  statistics  shewing  number  of  READERS  during  the  year  1908. 


Ordinary  days. 

Sundays. 

Holidays. 

TVTrtnfli 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Number 

Days  entirely 
closed. 

or 

or 

Ot 

OI 

ot 

Or 

days. 

readers. 

days. 

readers. 

days. 

readers. 

J  anuary  . 

25 

•  2,323 

4 

95 

1 

46 

1,  New  Year's 

Day. 

February  . 

21 

»1  A  A  O 

yo 

4 

24 

2,204 

5 

96 

2(a) 

64 

\a)  Includes  one 

half -holiday  on 

account  of 

Macf  a  r  1  a  n  e 

Memorial 

April        c  • 

Ceremony. 

22 

1,978 

3 

39 

3 

108 

2,  u-ood  xriday 

and  Easter 

May  • 

26 

2,554j 

5 

ft  A 

70 

• . . 

•  •  • 

ounday. 

J  une        .  • 

23 

1,918 

4 

57 

3 

97 

J  uly 

27 

2,435 

4 

118 

August 

25 

2,087 

5 

105 

1 

41 

September 

23 

1,999 

4 

89 

3 

128 

October  . 

16 

1,486 

3 

47 

8 

316 

4,  Durga  Puja. 

November 

23 

2,056 

5 

115 

2 

58 

December 

20 

1,762 

4 

128 

6 

332 

1,  X'mas  Day. 

Total  . 

275 

24,810 

50 

1,055 

33 

1,314 

8. 

Daily  avekage  . 

90 

•  •  • 

21 

39 

Total  number  of  days  open  .  .  .  358 
Total  number  of  Eeaders  .        .        .  27,179 
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IMPEKIAL  LIBRAEY. 


Reading-Boom  statistics,  shewing  number  of  REQUISITIONS  for  books  not 
in  the  Reading-Boom  during  the  year  1908. 


Month. 

Ordinary  days. 

Sundays. 

Holidays. 

jjays  entirely 
closed. 



xi  ulDUt;r 

of 
days. 

"pJii  tv*  V\DT 

of  re- 
quisitions. 

^Wn  Tf\  nor 

of 
days. 

PU  11  lYlViAl' 
X*  U  LUUUl 

of  re- 
quisitions. 

XI  UU1UU 

of 
days. 

Number 
of  re- 
quisitions. 

25 

525 

4 

18 

1 

13 

1.  Npw  Year's 

Dav 

JO  KSUilidiiy  • 

21 

552 

4 

17 

4 

20 

March 

24. 

535 

5 

19 

*M 

20 

(a)  Includes  one 

half -holiday  on 

account  of 

Macf  a  r  1  a  n  e 

Memorial 

Ceremony. 

April 

22 

400 

3 

14 

3 

32 

2,  Good  Friday 

and  Easter 

May 

26 

586 

5 

19 

... 

... 

Sunday. 

June 

23 

553 

4 

19 

3 

33 

July 

n 

4 

22 

August  • 

25 

947 

5 

21 

1 

9 

September 

23 

720 

4 

23 

3 

39 

October  . 

16 

561 

3 

14 

8 

57 

4.  Durga  Puja. 

November 

23 

752 

5 

31 

2 

14 

December 

20 

636 

4 

27 

6 

60 

1,  X'mas  Day. 

Total  . 
Daily  average. 

275 

7,591 

50 

244 

33 

297 

8. 

27 

5 

8 

Total  number  of  days  open  .  .  .  358 
Total  number  of  Eequisitions  .        .  8,132 


S.  G.  P.  L-No.17  I.  L.-16-7-09.— 500-H.  W. 
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CALCUTTA. 

 *  

ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR 

1909. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Imperial  Library. 


No.  913,  dated  Calcutta,  the  10th  June  1910. 
From— Harinath  Dls,  Esq.,  M.A.,  Librarian,  Imperial  Library,  Calcutta, 
To — The  Secretary  to  the  Government  of  India,  Home  Department. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  the  following  report  on  the  working  of  the 
Imperial  Library  for  the  year  ended  31st  December  1909. 

2.  Beading-Boom — 

(a)  Issue  of  Tickets — During  the  period  from  1st  January  to  31st  Decem- 
ber 1 909,  389  permanent  and  9,032  daily  and  weekly  tickets  were  issued  as 
against  539  and  7,757,  respectively,  in  the  previous  year.  16  permanent  dupli- 
cate tickets  were  renewed  on  the  old  tickets  being  mutilated  and  given  up, 
while  39  such  duplicate  tickets  were  issued  on  payment  to  replace  those  lost. 
The  sum  of  Bs.  39  thus  recovered  was  sent  to  the  Bank  to  the  credit  of  Govern- 
ment. 

A  sum  of  Bs.  16-5,  being  the  sale  proceeds  of  87  leather  cases  for  tickets 
for  the  Beading-Boom,  has  been  deposited  in  the  Bank  to  the  credit  of 
Government. 

(b)  and  (<?)  Tabular  statements  showing  the  number  of  readers  in  1909,  and 
the  number  of  requisitions  received  from  readers  for  books  not  in  the  reference 
collection  in  the  Beading-Boom  are  appended.  < 

loan  of  Books  from  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal  and  Me  Board  of 
'Examiners — The  arrangement  with  the  Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal  whereby 
their  books  and  manuscripts  are  issued  on  loan  for  the  use  of  the  readers  in  the 
Library  still  continues.  The  number  of  books  borrowed  from  the  Asiatic 
Society  and  the  Board  of  Examiners  wras  8  and  2  respectively,  as  against  12 
and  23  in  the  previous  year. 

3.  Preparation  and  printing  of  Catalogues — 

(a)  The  first  volume  of  the  Catalogue  of  the  Indian  Official  Publications 
has  been  printed  off  and  the  second  volume  is  now  being  compiled  in  slips  and 
made  ready  for  the  Press. 


2 


Rs.  53-4,  being  the  sale  proceeds  of  Catalogues,  Subject-Index,  etc.,  and  also 
Rs.  43-5,  the  sale  proceeds  of  waste  paper  and  postage  charges  on  parcels  sent  out, 
have  been  credited  to  Government.  * 

(b)  Volume  II  of  the  Subject-Index  to  the  Author  Catalogue  has  been  sent 
to  Press.  The  entire  volume  is  now  in  proof  and  only  awaits  the  final  "  print- 
order.  "  No  doubt  the  second  volume  will  be  in  as  great  request  among  readers 
who  utilise  the  Library  for  the  purpose  of  doing  earnest  work  here  as  Volume  I 
has  proved  to  be. 

(c)  Twelve  monthly  "  Lists  of  additions  "  were  issued  during  the  year. 

id)  The  Card-Catalogue  is  being  kept  up  to  date  and  forms  a  list  of  all  the 
additions  made  to  the  Library  since  the  publication  of  the  Author  Catalogue. 
The  two  cabinets  however,  are  nearly  full  and  will  hold  only  about  six  months' 
further  growth.  This  will  necessitate  a  revision  of  the  Author  Catalogue  which 
was  issued  in  1904. 

(e)  The  manuscripts  of  the  Catalogue  of  about  3,000  Bengali  books  as  also 
of  about  150  Sanskrit  books  are  ready.  The  printing  of  the  Catalogue  of  Bengali 
Books  has  had  to  be  deferred  owing  to  this  Library  having  received  a  promise  of 
about  5,000  more  vernacular  publications  from  the  Bengal  Library,  which 
it  is  thought  advisable  to  incorporate  in  the  Catalogue. 

(f)  The  Catalogue  of  Maps  and  Plans  has  been  issued. 
4.  Acquisition  or  Books — 

2,653  volumes  besides  263  sets  of  periodicals  were  acquired,  as  compared 
with  1,538  volumes  and  195  sets  of  periodicals  acquired  in  the  previous  year. 

Boohs  received  from  the  Bengal  Library —2,933  volumes  including  periodi" 
cals  were  received  from  the  Bengal  Library  as  compared  with  1,412  volumes 
including  periodicals  received  in  the  previous  year. 

Presentations  —136  volumes  were  presented  to  the  Library,  as  compared 
with  272  volumes  of  the  previous  year. 

Government  publications — 4,982  publications  of  ,the  Government  of  India 
and  local  Governments  were  received  during  the  year  as  compared  with  4,943 
received  in  the  previous  year. 

1,274  British  Parliamentary  Blue  Books  were  received  during  the  year  as 
against  731  in  1908. 

2,211  volumes  of  U.  S.  Government  publications  were  received  from  the 
Library  of  Congress,  Washington,  through  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 

1,845  volumes  of  spare  copies  of  books  and  reports  were  made  over  to  the 
Spare  Copy  Boom  under  the  Imperial  Record  Department. 
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5.  Theft  of  Books — 

It  is  satisfactory  to  report  that  during  the  year  1909  no  books  were  stolen 
from  the  Roading-Room.  This  was  due  to  the  precautions  taken,  first  by 
fitting  bar-locks  to  the  shelves  containing  law-books  (from  which  the  greater 
number  of  thefts  had  previously  occurred)  and  the  appointment  of  a  special 
"  detective  "  in  the  Reading-Room. 

6.  Preservation  of  Books — 

7,041  books  and  periodicals,  etc.,  573  maps  and  plans,  507  newspapers  and 
gazettes,  4  portfolios,  and  12  guardfiles  were  received  bound  from  the  Press.  The 
figures  of  the  previous  year  were  7,189  books  and  periodicals,  etc.,  521  volumes 
of  newspapers  and  gazettes  and  7  portfolios. 

7.  Requisitions  for  books  and  papers  and  number  of  Reminders 
issued  for  their  return — 

9,722  *  books  and  printed  documents  were  issued  on  loan  to  various  officers 
*  9,989.  and  persons,  besides  13  f  books  issued  on 

f2i.  loan  to  the  Proprietors  of  the  Calcutta 

JM67,  Public  Library  and  1,669 1  to  private 

persons  upon  payment  of  deposit  money.  735  reminders  were  sent  for  the 
return  of  books,  etc.    The  figures  in  the  margin  show  the  numbers  for  1908. 

8.  Number  of  letters  and  cases — ■ 

Altogether  1,614  §  letters  were  received  and  3,150  ||  issued  during  the  year. 

§  1,628.  The  figures  in  the  margin  show  the 

II  2',5oo.  numbers  for  1908. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

HARINATH  Dfi, 

Librarian. 
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1(a) 

Beading-Boom  Statistics  showing  number  of  BEADEBS  during  the  year  1909- 


Ordinaby  days. 

Sundays. 

Holidays. 

Month. 

Number 

Number 

XI  UIXlUol 

Xl  LlIXlUcl 

HULL  L/Cl 

Days  entirely 
closed. 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

of 

days. 

Eeaders. 

days. 

Readers. 

days. 

Readers. 

J  anuary  . 

22 

2  091 

5 

154 

3 

130 

1  (New  Year's 

Day). 

February  .  , 

18 

1,906 

4 

137 

2 

114 

4    (on  account 

of  repairs) . 

March 

26 

2,571 

4 

103 

1 

29 

April 

22 

2,109 

3 

90 

3 

134 

2  (Good  Friday 

and  Easter 

May 

25 

2,479 

5 

91 

1 

25 

Sunday) . 

June       •  t 

25 

2,724 

4 

131 

1 

29 

July 

27 

3,407 

4 

145 

»•• 

August 

26 

4,498 

5 

258 

September 

AD 

i 

OA 

October  . 

13 

1,921 

4 

151 

10 

555 

4  (Doorga  Puja 

vacation,  in- 

November 

23 

2,810 

4 

90 

3 

112 

cluding  Sun- 

day). 

December 

19 

2,380 

4 

107 

7 

345 

1  (X'masDay). 

Total  . 

271 

33,258 

50 

1,738 

32 

1,569 

12 

Daily  average  . 

122 

34 

49 

Total  number  of  Readers  .  .  36,565 
Total  number  of  days  open     •        •  353 
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I  (b).  ■ 

Beading-Boom  Statistics  showing  number  of  BEQTJISITIONS  for  books  not 
in  the  Beading-Boom  from  1st  January  to  15th  July  1909,  AFTJEB 
WEIGE  DATE  TEE  FOBM  WAS  ALTEBED. 


Ordinary  Days. 

Sundays. 

Holidays. 

Month. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 
of 

requisitions. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 
of 

requisitions. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 
of 

requisitions. 

Days  entirely 
closed. 

January  . 

22 

612 

5 

34 

3 

36 

1  (New  Year's 
Day). 

February 

18 

727 

4 

31 

2 

28 

4    (on  account 
of  repairs). 

March 

26 

2,243 

4 

24 

1 

7 

April 

22 

1,994 

3 

23 

3 

19 

2  (Good  Friday 
and  Easter 
Snndav^ 

KJ  U.ULVLC4)  V  J  . 

May 

25 

1,017 

5 

23 

1 

15 

June 

25 

837 

4 

18 

1 

4 

July  (1st  to  15th) 

13 

413 

2 

3 

Total 

151 

7,843 

27 

156 

11 

109 

7 

Daily  average 

•  •  • 

51 

••• 

5 

•  •  • 

9 

Total  number  of  Requisitions  .  .  .  8,108 
Total  number  of  days  open        „       . ,      #  196 
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1(c). 

IMPERIAL  LIBRARY. 

Analysis  of  Requisitions  for  books  not  in  the  Beading-Boom,  during  the 
period  from  16th  July  to  31st  December  1909. 


(Form  introduced  from  16th  July.) 


%J  UUIvvVi 

Totel  No  of  rpfluigitions. 

I  -l-/*\/~v  OP>*0  i"\  n  TT    o  Y"l  i  \    *  1  nn  tt  A  1  rt 

9ftft 

I  J  -|  r-\^ 

1DU 

T  A/1 
IU4 

414 

140 

Administration  (including  Army  and  Navy)    .        ♦  • 

274 

178 

Science  (general  including  Mathematics)  . 

414 

Literature         «       •        .       #       .       ,       .  . 

496 

202 

mi  n 

522 

56 

Social  Reform  ; 

72 

547 

918 

Requisitions  Total 

5,554 

Total  no.  of  days  open 

164 

Daily  average 

33 

S.  G.  P.  L— No.  39  I.  L.-4-7-1O.-500-C.  J.  D. 
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IMPERIAL  LIBRARY. 

CALCUTTA. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1910. 


Report  on  the  Working  of  the  Imperial  Library  during  the  year  1910. 

The  Library  was  throughout  the  year  in  charge  of  Mr.  H,  N.  De.  The 
Head  Clerk  and  the  Detective  Sorter  were  dismissed  on  the  19th  December  by 
order  of  the  Council. 

Acquisition  of  books. — In  the  appended  tables  will  be  found  the  number  of 
books  and  periodicals  acquired  for  the  Library  by  purchase  or  presentation.  A 
valuable  publication  purchased  during  the  year  was  the  Viaggi  Orientali 
(Venetia,  1667).  This  rare  work,  written  by  Philippus,  General  of  the 
Carmelites,  contains  an  interesting  description  of  India  in  the  seventeenth 
century. 

Provision  of  shelf -space  for  books. — The  question  of  space  is  becoming 
acute.    There  is  at  present  accommodation  for  only  about  a  year's  additions. 

Preparation  and  printing  of  catalogues. —  (a)  The  compilation  in  slips  of 
the  Catalogue  of  Indian  Official  Publications  was  almost  completed.  It  will  be 
ready  for  the  Press  as  soon  as  the  slips  have  been  revised  and  the  publications 
re-numbered ;  but  this  is  work  that  it  will  take  at  least  a  year  to  do. 

(b)  Volume  2  of  the  Subject-Index  to  the  Author- Catalogue  was  issued. 
The  two  volumes  of  this  Index  contain  the  books  acquired  for  the  Library  up 
to  the  end  of  1906.  It  is  desirable  that  the  Index  should  be  brought  up  to  date 
as  soon  as  possible.  Meanwhile  the  Subject-Indexes  at  the  end  of  the  monthly 
Lists  of  Additions  prove  a  useful  substitute. 

(c)  Twelve  Lists  of  Additions  were  issued  during  the  year. 

(d)  The  Card- Catalogue  was  kept  up  to  date,  and  so  formed  a  complete 
catalogue  of  the  additions  made  to  the  Library  since  the  publication  of  the 
Author-Catalogue  in  1904.    The  two  cabinets  being  full,  another  was  acquired. 

(e)  The  revision  of  the  Author- Catalogue  is  a  work  to  be  taken  in  hand  at 
no  very  distant  date.  One  course  is  to  issue  a  supplementary  volume,  embody- 
ing in  it  the  entries  in  the  cards.  A  better  course,  though  entailing  more 
labour  and  expense,  is  to  prepare  a  revised  edition  of  the  printed  Author- 
Catalogue,  incorporating  in  it  the  entries  in  the  cards,  and  the  large  number  of 
corrections  in  the  entries  and  in  the  press-marks  that  have  been  made  in  the 
Library  copy  of  the  Catalogue  since  the  volumes  were  published. 

(/)  Little  progress  has  been  made  with  the  preparation  of  the  Catalogue 
of  Bengali  books.  The  bulk  of  the  slips  that  had  been  prepared  were  revised, 
and  a  Catalogue — after  the  model  of  the  British  Museum  Catalogue  of  Bengali 
books — with  "  main  entries  "  for  authors,  and  indexes  of  subjects  and  titles 
of  books  was  compiled.    The  printing  of  this  Catalogue,  or  rather  part  of 
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a  Catalogue,  will  be  deferred  until  about  2,000  volumes  from  among  the  books 
received  from  the  Bengal  Library  and  about  2,000  volumes  still  to  be  received, 
have  been  catalogued. 

Dusting  of  boohs,  etc. — The  work  of  dusting  the  books  was  not  done  as 
thoroughly  as  was  desirable.  No  increase  in  the  number  of  dusting  bearers 
since  March  1906  has  been  sanctioned.  The  staff  has  now  to  cope  with  the 
work  of  dusting  some  46,000  more  volumes  than  were  then  in  the  Library. 

A  table  of  statistics  is  appended. 

J.  A.  CHAPMAN, 

Officer  on  special  duty  at  the  Imperial  Library. 
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IMPERIAL  LIBRARY  STATISTICS. 


(a)  Ancdysis  of  Requisitions  for  Books  not  belonging  to  the  Reference  ColleO' 

Hon  in  the  Reading-Room. 


Subject* 

Administration  (including  Army  and  Navy) 

687 

Agriculture  (including  manufacture)        *  . 

•  * 

•  • 

476 

Bibliography  ...... 

• 

•  • 

79 

Biography  .»*... 

•  ♦ 

301 

Engineering,  etc.  • 

• 

•       .  . 

381 

Fine  Arts,  etc.  ...... 

*  * 

•  ♦ 

188 

Geography,  and  Travels  .... 

•  * 

651 

History      .       .       .  i 

• 

•  • 

958 

Law  •».«... 

•  • 

* 

457 

Literature   .        ..       .       .  . 

•  ♦ 

948 

Medicine  . 

445 

Periodicals          .  ..... 

1,190 

Philology  ....... 

• 

574 

Philosophy  ...... 

178 

Political  Economy,  Finance  •        •        •  • 

298 

Science  (General  including  Mathematics) 

1,014 

Social  Reform      .        .        .  . 

55 

Theology  ....... 

• 

7*7 

Vernacular  Works  

•  • 

212 

Total 

9,819 

I 

IMPERIAL  LI  BRAKY. 


(b)  (i)  Beading-Boom  Statistics  shewing  number  of  Readers. 


Ordinary  days. 

Sundays. 

Holidays. 

Days  on  which  the 
Reading- Room 
was  closed. 

Month. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 

of 
readers. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 

of 
readers. 

Number 
of 
days. 

Number 

of 
readers . 

January  . 
February 

23 
22 

3,134 
3,156 

5 
4 

240 
189 

2 
2 

145 
124 

1.  New  Year's 
day. 

March  • 

23 

3,500 

3 
• 

o 

o 

208 

2.  Good  Friday 
and  Easter 
Sundav. 

April 

25 

O    K  Art 

3,509 

4 

ion 

1 

00 

May 

3,256 

4 

1  AC 

iuo 

1 

19 

» 

2.  K  i  n  g-E  m  - 

peror's  Death 
and  Funeral. 

June 

24 

3,550 

4 

84 

2 

66 

July 

26 

4,133 

5 

207 

••< 

August   .  » 

26 

3,472 

4 

146 

1 

46 

September 

26 

3,245 

4 

106 

October  . 

6 

726 

% 

34 

2 

76 

±  •  y±  Ul  IcUdli  B.  1 

November 

22 

'  2,534 

4 

139 

4 

149 

December 

19 

1,921 

3 

92 

8 

320 

1.  X'mas  day. 

Total  . 

266 

36,136 

46 

1,601 

26 

1,218 

27. 

Daily  average  . 

136 

35 

47 

•  •  • 

Total  number  of  days  open  •  .  .  338 
Total  number  of  Readers  .        .        .        .  38,955 
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(b)  (ii)  Comparative  Statistics  showing  the  number  of  Readers. 


Previous  years. 

OeDINAEI  DATS. 

Sundays. 

Holidays. 

Total  num- 
ber of  days 
on  wbich  the 

Reading- 
Room  was 
open. 

1  Tjtal  num- 

Number of 
dn  y  s. 

Number  of 
readers. 

N  umber  of 
days. 

Number  of 
readers. 

Number  of 
days. 

Number  of 
readers. 

ber  of 
readers. 

1907  . 

275 

28,402 

50 

1,155 

32 

1,171 

357 

30,728 

1908  . 

275  . 

24,810 

50 

1,055 

33 

TflU 

358 

27,179 

1909 

271 

33,258 

50 

1,738 

32 

1,569 
i 

353 

36,565 

1910  . 

266 

36,136 

46 

1,601 

26 

1,218 

338 

38,955 
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1908. 

1909.  • 

1910. 

{c)  Issue  of  tickets  for  the 
Reading-Room. 

Permanent  tickets     .  • 
Daily  and  weekly  tickets 

539 
7,757 

389 
9,032 

445 
8,000 

Duplicate  permanent  tickets  issued 
in  exchange  for  old  tickets  given 
up- 

35 

16 

17 

Duplicate  permanent  tickets  issued 
to  replace  those  lost. 

44 

39 

41 

(d)  Loan  of  books  from  the 
Asiatic  Society  of 
Bengal  and  the  Board 
of  Examiners. 

Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal  . 
Board  of  Examiners  . 

• 
• 

12 
23 

8 
2 

2 
16 

( p\  Af»nnisition  of  books. 

Number  of  volumes  purchased 

1,538 

2,653 

1  847 

Number  of  sets  of  periodicals 
quired. 

ac- 

195 

263 

287 

• 

Number  of    volumes  including 
periodicals    received   from  the 
Bengal  Library. 

1,412 

2,933 

2,059 

Number  of  volumes  receive< 
presentations. 

1  as 

272 

136 

134 

Official  publications  received  from 
Government    of    India,  local 
Governments,  and  from  Colonial 
and  Foreign  Governments. 

4,943 

4,982 

4,958 

British  Parliamentary  blue  books  . 

731 

1,274 

710 

United  States  Government 
lications. 

pub- 

2,854 

2,211 

1,922 

7 

IMPERIAL  LIBRARY. 


1908. 

1909. 

1910. 

Nnmhpr  of  hooks  and  npriodipala 
bound. 

7,189 

7  041 

Number  of  maps  and  plans  bound. 

573 

18 

Number  of  newspapers  and  gazettes 
bound. 

521 

507 

433 

(g)  Requisitions  for  books, 
etc. 

Number  of  books,  etc.,  issued  on 
loan  to  various  officers  and  per- 
sons. 

9,989 

9,722 

7,326 

Number  of  books,  etc.,  issued  on 
loan  to  proprietors  of  the  late 
Calcutta  Public  Library. 

21 

13 

19 

Number  of  books,  etc.,  issued  to 
private  persons  against  deposits. 

1,467 

1,669 

958 

Number  of  reminders  sent  for 
return  of  books,  etc. 

293 

735 

513 

(k)  Correspondence  . 

Number  of  letters  received  . 

1,628' 

1,614 

1,782 

Number  of  letters  despatched 

2,500 

3,150 

2,925 
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Report  on  the  Working  of  the  Imperial  Library  for  the  period 
from  1st  January,  1911,  to  31st  March,  1912. 


THE  last  report  submitted  reviewed  the  working  of  the  Library  during 
1910.  It  has  been  decided  in  future  to  submit  reports,  in  each  of  which 
shall  be  reviewed  the  working  of  the  Library  during  a  financial  year  (1st  of 
April  to  31st  of  March).  This  will  permit  of  the  incorporation  of  the  latest 
accounts  in  the  reports.  This  report  covers  the  period  from  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, 1911,  to  the  31st  of  March,  1912. 

The  late  Mr.  Harinath  De  was  in  charge  of  the  Library  until  the  20th 
of  January,  1911.  Prom  the  25th  of  January,  1911,  to  the  close  of  the  period 
under  review  I  was  in  charge. 


The  Acquisition  of  Books,  etc. 

We  began  the  financial  year  1911-1912  with  a  heavy  legacy  of  debt.  As 
usual  Us.  10,000  had  been  allotted  for  the  purchase  of  books,  etc.  The  debt 
was  only  a  little  less  than  this  sum.  It  was  not  known  for  a  time  that  it  was 
so  large.  I  had  been  directed  to  apply  to  the  Government  of  India  for  a 
special  grant  of  Us.  7,285,  to  be  received  during  the  financial  year  1910- 
1911.  The  Government  of  India  did  not  reply  to  my  letter.  Their  decision, 
which  was  communicated  to  me  verbally,  was  that  the  sum  could  not  be  allotted 
so  late  in  the  financial  year.  The  next  application  to  the  Government  of 
India,  which  was  made  during  the  financial  year  1911-1912,  was  for  authority 
to  re-appropriate,  and  disburse  in  payment  of  books,  the  following  estimated 
savings  under  other  heads  of  our  budget : — 
ft 

3,000     .....       under  "  Salaries  of  Gazetted  Officers  "  and 

"  Establishment/' 
900.    ....  „  "Miscellaneous." 

600     ...  „  "Furniture." 

300     ...  „  "Freight." 

200     ...  „     "  Hot  and  Cold  Weather  Charges." 

E5,000 

The  Government  intimated  that  "  transfers  of  savings  under  c  Salaries  of 
Gazetted  Officers  '  and  6  Establishments  '  should  not  be  made."  The  re- 
appropriation  of  B2,000  was  sanctioned. 


It  was  clear  that,  with  only  Bl 2,000  to  disburse,  the  orders  suspending 
the  purchase  of  books  would  have  to  continue  in  force  throughout  the  year. 
The  work  of  selecting  the  books  that  would  have  been  purchased,  had  there 
been  funds  available,  was  systematically  done.  The  books  selected  will  be 
ordered  during  the  current  year. 

Some  second-hand  books  were  bought  to  replace  copies  that  had  been 
stolen  or  lost.  In  some  cases  the  cost  was  borne  by  the  borrower.  The  sum  so 
recovered  was  B107-12-5.  It  was  paid  into  the  Treasury  for  the  credit  of 
Government. 

We  purchased  a  few  second-hand  books  that  were  offered,  lest  the  opportu- 
nity to  acquire  them  should  not  recur.  Among  them  were  Jacob  Haafner's 
Peize  in  eenen  Palanquin  (2  vols.,  Amsterdam,  1827),  his  Lotgevallen  op  eene 
Peize  van  Madras  naar  het  eiland  Ceilon  (Amsterdam,  1826),  and  his 
Peize  te  voet  door  het  eiland  Ceilon  (Amsterdam,  1826)  ;  Benfey's  Sanskrit- 
English  Bictionaiy  (London,  1866)  ;  Authentic  Memoirs  of  Tippoo  Sultaun 
with  a  preliminary  sketch  of  the  Life  and  Character  of  JByder  Ally 
Cawn  by  an  officer  in  the  East  India  Service  (Calcutta,  1819) ;  the  Marquess 
of  Hastings's  Summary  of  the  Administration  of  the  Indian  Government 
from  October  1813  to  January  1823  (London,  1824),  the  copy  containing 
a  number  of  marginalia  in  the  handwriting  of  Sir  John  Low ;  Trover's 
Jtadjatarangini  Histoire  des  Pois  du  Kachmir  (3  volumes,  Paris,  1840)  ;  The 
Shair  and  Other  Poems  by  Kasiprasad  Ghosh  (Calcutta,  1830),  and  Beinaud's 
Me  moire  Geographique,  Sistorique  et  Scientifique  sur  VInde  (Paris,  1849). 
We  also  acquired  a  copy  of  the  1798  edition  of  Lord  Chesterfield's  The 
(Economy  of  Human  Life.  The  British  Museum  has  over  thirty  copies  of  this 
work,  but  not,  it  appears,  a  copy  of  the  1798  edition. 

In  the  Goethals  Indian  Library  are  the  1st,  4th  and  5th  volumes  of 
P.  Guerreiro's  Pelagam  annual  (Lisboa,  1607-08).  A  copy  of  volume  II  was 
offered  by  Hiersemann  for  Marks  460,  and  the  Librarian  suggested  that  it 
should  be  acquired  by  the  Imperial  Library.  In  view  of  the  fact  that,  so  far 
as  we  can  discover,  there  is  not  a  copy  in  any  library  in  India,  I  was  in  favour 
of  our  acquiring  the  volume ;  but  the  Council  thought  the  expenditure  of  so 
large  a  sum  in  the  purchase  of  an  odd  volume  not  justifiable.  It  is  improbable 
that  we  shall  ever  be  in  a  position  to  purchase  a  whole  set. 

Pive  numbers  of  the  Journal  of  the  Bombay  Branch  of  the  Boyal  Asiatic 
Society  were  wanted  to  complete  our  set.  I  gave  an  order  for  the  five  to  a 
dealer  in  Bombay,  which  has  resulted,  so  far,  in  our  acquiring  one  of  the 
numbers.    It  is  hoped  that  the  other  four  may  shortly  be  acquired. 

We  have  only  a  few  numbers  of  the  Journal  of  the  Bombay  Natural 
History  Society.  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  collect,  by  degrees,  a  complete  set. 
I  am  in  communication  with  a  dealer  in  Bombay  on  the  subject. 


The  Presentation  of  Books,  etc. 

A  number  of  presentation  copies  were  received.  They  included  20  volumes 
from  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum,  8  from  the  Private  Secretary  to  His 
Excellency  the  Viceroy,  4  from  the  Bangiya  Sahitya  Parisad,  4  from  the  John 
Rylands  Library,  8  from  the  Trustees  of  the  Pa?  si  Punchayet  Eund,  4  from 
Lieutenant-Colonel  D.  C.  Phiilott  and  25  from  Babu  Beharilal  Earn.  The  last 
were  all  Bengali  books. 

In  Table  I  are  given  the  numbers  of  books  and  periodicals  acquired  for  the 
Library  by  purchase  and  presentation. 

CATALOGUING. 

Printed  Catalogues— Catalogue  of  Books  in  European  Languages. 

A  part  of  our  work  is  to  compile  and  distribute  printed  catalogues.  Before 
I  say  what  has  been  done  during  the  period  under  review,  I  wish  to  dwell  a 
little  on  the  subject  of  one  of  the  volumes  of  our  printed  catalogue.  It  is 
volume  II  of  the  Subject-Index  to  our  Author  Catalogue.  This  Subject-Index 
does  not  contain  the  title  of  any  work  added  to  our  collection  after  the  close  of 
1 906.  The  copies  of  volume  II  were  received  from  the  press  towards  the  end 
of  the  year  1910.  The  distribution  of  the  copies  was  completed  in  March,  1912. 
We  produced,  then,  a  catalogue,  part  of  which  was  somewhat  out  of  date, 
when  it  was  received  from  the  press  ;  and  we  took  an  interminable  time  in 
distributing  the  copies. 

The  Subject-Index  is  the  part  of  our  catalogue  that  I  have  examined  most 
carefully.  1  wished  to  ascertain  the  quality  of  the  work  of  cataloguing  done  in 
the  Library.  It  has  been  far  from  satisfactory,  I  am  afraid.  One  of  the 
headings  in  the  Subject-Index  is  "  English  Literature — History.  "  Table's 
Histoire  de  la  litter attire  anglaise  is  not  to  be  found  under  that  heading,  but 
under  another.  The  titles  of  only  four  works  are  to  be  found  under  the  heading. 
Two  of  the  works  are  biographies.  The  first  entry  under  i6  England — History — 
William  IV"  is  The  History  of  England  from  the  Revolution  in  1688  to  the 
Death  of  George  II.  There  are  numberless  mistakes  of  the  same  kind,  and 
numberless  of  other  kinds. 

With  a  fall  permanent  staff,  and  with  the  work  proceeding  normally,  we 
should  have  one  man  whose  whole  time  could  be  devoted  to  the  cataloguing  of 
books  in  European  languages,  and  there  would  be  another  man  who  could  give 
a  part  of  his  time.  During  the  period  under  review  we  have  been  one  man 
short,  and  the  work  has  not  proceeded  normally,  there  being  so  much  extra 
work  to  be  done,  before  order  in  the  Library  could  be  said  to  be  restored. 
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We  were  not,  however,  dependent  on  the  permanent  staff  alone.  There 
were  two  additional  cataloguers,  temporary  men,  the  retention  of  whose  services 
for  a  year  from  the  1st  of  November,  1910,  had  been  sanctioned.  The  pro- 
gramme of  work  drawn  up  for  them  was  that  they  should  co-operate  in — 

(1)  the  preparation  of  a  revised  Author  Catalogue ; 

(2)  the  compilation  of  volume  II  of  the  Catalogue  of  Indian  Official 

Publications  ; 

(3)  the  compilation  of  the  Catalogue  of  Vernacular  Publications. 

It  does  not  appear  that  it  was  ever  seriously  intended  that  they  should  co- 
operate in  the  preparation  of  a  revised  Author  Catalogue.  The  work  was  not 
begun.  They  could,  and  did,  co-operate  in  the  compilation  of  volume  II  of 
the  Catalogue  of  Indian  Official  Publications,  and  of  the  Catalogue  of  Verna- 
cular Publications.  Neither  was  completed.  In  October  I  had  to  decide  what 
should  be  done  about  the  two  men.  It  seemed  to  me  that  the  cataloguing  was 
too  important  to  be  entrusted  in  so  large  a  measure  to  men  employed  tempo- 
rarily, men  untrained,  and  that  it  would  be  more  satisfactory,  very  possibly  also 
more  economical,  to  increase  the  permanent  staff.  I  accordingly  decided  not  to 
ask  the  Government  to  sanction  the  retention  of  the  services  of  the  two  men  for 
another  year. 

Catalogue  of  Indian  Official  Publications. 

The  compilation  in  slips  of  volume  II  of  the  Catalogue  of  Indian  Official 
Publications  was  completed.  The  slips  from  m-pi  were  revised,  and  the 
publications  were  re-numbered.  It  will  take  perhaps  a  whole  year  more  to 
complete  the  work  of  revision  and  re-numbering.  It  is  a  great  pity  that  this 
work  is  necessary. 

Volume  I  of  this  catalogue  has  been  in  print  for  some  time ;  but  has  never 
been  made  available  to  the  public.  Orders  were  passed  by  the  Government 
forbidding  the  Librarian  to  give  the  public  access  to  those  official  publications 
that  have  neither  been  published  for  general  information  in  a  Gazette,  nor 
offered  for  sale.  These  orders  were  interpreted  as  prohibiting  the  Librarian 
from  giving  the  public  access  to  the  catalogue  in  which  the  titles  of  such 
publications,  among  others,  are  to  be  read.  There  has  been  some  correspond- 
ence between  the  Council  of  the  Library  and  the  Government  on  the  subject, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  volume  I  of  the  catalogue  will  shortly  be  made  available  to 
the  public.  It  is  also  hoped  to  obtain  some  modification  of  the  orders  regarding 
the  publications  themselves.  They  appear  to  me  unnecessarily  strict.  No 
harm  to  the  State  could  result  from  a  visitor's  being  shown,  say,  the  publication 
entitled  List  of  Statues,  Monuments  and  Busts  in  Calcutta  of  Historical 
Interest.    It  is  not  for  sale. 
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Card  Cabinets.  . 

The  necessary  additions  were  made  to  the  cabinets  containing  the  Author 
Catalogue  of  Books  in  European  Languages  in  cards.  These  cabinets  now  con- 
tain the  titles  of  the  books  in  European  languages  added  from  1905  to  date. 

I  find  it  difficult  to  understand  why  it  was  not  thought  as  desirable  to  have 
a  card  Subject-Index  to  supplement  the  printed  Subject-Index  as  to  have  a  card 
Author  Catalogue  to  supplement  the  printed  Author  Catalogue.  We  now  have 
one.  It  is  very  imperfect  ;  but  it  may  be  possible  to  improve  it  by  degrees, 
and  the  production  of  a  revised  Subject-Index,  a  work  that  must  one  day  be 
taken  in  hand,  will  render  the  more  imperfect  part  of  the  card  Subject-Index 
supererogatory. 


Lists  of  Additions. 

Seven  Lists  of  Additions  were  issued  during  the  period,  the  issues  for  June 
and  July  being  a  double  number  and  there  being  no  issues  for  August— Decem- 
ber, 1911,  and  February  and  March,  1912.  The  smaller  number  of  lists  issued 
was,  of  course,  due  to  the  suspension  of  the  purchase  of  books. 

The  Department  for  the  Issue  of  Books  on  Loan. 

A  very  large  number  of  volumes  has  been  issued  to  the  officials  engaged  in 
the  Enquiry  into  Prices  in  India.  The  Revenue  and  Agricultural  Department 
has  been  a  constant  borrower.  It  is  understood  that  a  work  dealing  with 
famines  in  India  is  being  compiled.  Books  have  been  issued  to  the  officials 
engaged  in  the  preparation  of  the  Report  on  the  Census  of  last  year. 

The  number  of  requisitions  received  from  scholars  is  as  great  as  may  be 
expected,  while  the  existing  rules  for  the  issue  of  books  on  loan  remain  in  force. 
I  perhaps  should  say,  while  they  are  nominally  in  force,  and  appear  in  print 
in  the  Guide  to  the  Imperial  Library  ;  for  I  do  not  observe  them  too  strictly. 
The  books  that  may  be  lent  out  to  "  persons  engaged  in  special  study  or 
research  "  are 

(a)  books  of  which  there  is  more  than  one  copy  available ; 

(b)  books  which  from  the  nature  of  their  subject,  or  the  language  in 

which  they  are  written,  are  likely  to  be  seldom  consulted. 

In  Resolution  No.  201-207,  dated  the  30th  of  January,  1903,  is  to  be 
read:  "The  existing  Imperial  Library  will  form  the  nucleus  of  the  new 
institution,  which  will  be  provided  with  Reading-rooms,  public  and  private, 
as  at  the  British  Museum  and  Bodleian  Library.    It  is  intended  that  it  should 
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be  a  library  of  reference,  a  working  place  for  students,  and  a  repository  of 
material  for  the  future  historians  of  India,  in  which,  so  far  as  possible,  every 
work  written  about  India  at  any  time  can  be  seen  and  read." 

The  spirit  in  which  the  rules  were  framed  will  be  clear.  It  appears  to 
*  me  that  the  framers  overlooked  one  or  two  important  facts.  One  is  that  the 
Metcalfe  Hall  is  situated  in  a  very  noisy  part  of  Calcutta.  There  are  tram 
lines  on  two  sides  of  it :  it  is  within  stone's  throw  of  a  railway  ;  and  beyond 
are  sheds  in  which  a  great  deal  of  cargo  is  handled.  It  is  a  very  bad  working 
place  for  students.  Another  fact  is  that  there  is  not  accommodation  in  the 
building  for  very  generous  provision  of  reading-rooms.  There  is  a  public 
reading-room,  with  accommodation  for  some  fifty  persons,  It  is  popular. 
There  is  what  we  call  a  private  reading-room.  It  has  not  yet  been  furnished 
as  a  reading-room,  and  it  is  seldom  used  as  one.  We  have  encroached  on  the 
space  with  our  book-cases,  and  we  should  be  hard  put  to  find  room  for  them 
elsewhere. 

It  is  a  question  whether  what  India  wanted  was  not  much  rather  an 
institution  on  the  lines  of  the  London  Library.  It  is  such  an  institution  that 
the  Imperial  Library  has  tended  to  become  ;  for  my  predecessors  have  been  as 
little  strict  in  enforcing  the  rules  as  I  am.  If  the  Imperial  Library  were  to  be 
an  institution  to  which,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  if  not  of  toner,  the  student 
must  come,  the  benefit  of  it  would  be  for  Calcutta  to  enjoy,  and  a  restricted 
Calcutta  ;  for  the  Europeans  who  read,  read  at  home.  1  should  deplore  such 
a  limiting  of  its  usefulness.  There  are  many  students  scattered  throughout 
India,  within  whose  reach,  if  the  Imperial  Library  were  not  a  lending  library, 
there  would  not  be  one. 

Another  fact  not  to  be  overlooked  is  that  the  life  of  a  modern  printed 
book  in  India  is  short.  Our  copy  of  the  British  Maseum  Catalogue,  the  oldest 
volume  of  which  was  printed  only  thirty  years  ago,  is  already  so  brittle,  that 
it  is  difficult  to  use  it  without  tearing  the  pages  at  the  edges.  All  the  world 
knows  how  difficult  it  is  to  preserve  books  in  India  from  getting  worm-eaten. 
It  will  be  a  solace  to  the  "  future  historian  of  India,"  who  shall  find  a  gap  in 
our  shelves,  to  know  that  the  book  was  read,  while  it  was  still  legible. 

The  Recovery  of  Books. 

Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  recovering  the  books  borrowed  by 
the  late  Mr.  De.  They  numbered  between  two  and  three  hundred.  There  are 
still  some  sixty  or  more  to  recover.  I  am  afraid  that  many  of  them  must  be 
regarded  as  lost.  One  of  them  is  the  fourth  volume  of  our  set  of  Burton's 
Arabian  JSights. 

We  cannot  trace  a  Manuscript — Sir  Alexander  Allan's  Account  of  the 
Campaign  in  Mysore  of  1799  under  Lord  Harris. 
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Acc  Dmmodation.  . 

The  Council  has  requested  the  Government  of  India  to  provide  additional 
accommodation  in  one  of  the  buildings  vacated  in  consequence  of  the  removal  of 
the  headquarters  of  the  Government  to  Delhi.  It  is  thought  that  there  will  he 
no  practical  inconvenience  in  not  having  the  entire  collection  under  one  roof. 

Administration. 

The  powers  of  the  head  of  a  department  (for  the  purposes  of  the  Civil 
Service  Regulations  and  the  Civil  Account  Code  so  far  as  they  relate  to 
Imperial  expenditure)  were  conferred  on  the  Council  of  the  Library  in  June. 

Two  meetings  of  the  Council  were  held  in  1902.  It  did  not  meet  in  1903. 
Between  1904  and  1909  it  met  once  a  year.  At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  held 
on  the  13th  February  1912,  it  was  resolved  that  it  should  meet  in  future  on  the 
third  Monday  of  each  month. 

The  vacancy  in  the  Council  occasioned  by  the  resignation  of  Sir  Archdale 
Earle  has  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Mr.  F.  Rawson,  C.M.G. 

Finances. 

The  total  expenditure  in  the  financial  year  1911-1912  was  K38,635-4-5, 
compared  with  R46,876-6  in  1910-1911.  The  principal  savings  were  under 
the  heads  "  Salaries  of  Gazetted  Officers  "  and  "  Establishment."  The 
detailed  figures  are  shown  in  Table  II. 

J.  A.  CHAPMAN, 


Calcutta,  15th  April  1912. 


Librarian  a?id  Secretary  to  the  Library  Council, 
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TABLE  I. 


1909. 

1910. 

1913. 

1912 
January 
to  March. 

(a)  Reading  Room 

Number  ot  requisitions  tor  books 
not  in  the  Reading  Room 

8,108 

9,819 

9,694 

2,478 

(b)  Reading  Room 

Number  of  readers 

3fr,565 

38,955 

32,404 

7,42$ 

(c)  Issue  of  tickets  for 
Reading  Room. 

Permanent  tickets 
Daily  and  weekly  tickets 

389 
9,032 

445 
o,UUU 

408 

O  A  A  n 

0,44U 

128 
1,687 

Duplicate  permanent  tickets  issued 
in  exchange  for  old  tickets  given 
up  .... 

16 

17 

22 

5 

Duplicate  permanent  tickets  issued 
j        i      ji       i  i 
to  replace  tnose  lost 

o9 

A  ~\ 

41 

4 

(d)  Loan  of  books  from 
the  Asiatic  Society 
of  Bengal  and  Board 
'  of  Examiners. 

Asiatic  Society  of  Bengal  . 
Board  of  Examiners  . 

8 
2 

2 
16 

2 
1 

•  * . 

(e)  Acquisition  of  books  . 

M            1                  PI                                      1  'j 

Number  of  volumes  purchased 

ci  c*  a  o 

2,o5d 

l  c  a  >y 
J,o4<7 

Q  K.  H 

A  O 

4o 

Number   of   sets   of  periodicals 
acquired  .... 

263 

ci  Q>y 
287 

Tel 

151 

2 

Number   of   volumes  (including 
periodicals)    received   from  the 
Bengal  Library 

2,933 

2,059 

4,020 

• . . 

JN  umber  ot  volumes   received  as 
presentations  .... 

136 

134 

107 

46- 

Official  publications  from  Imperial, 
Local,    Colonial    and  Foreign 
Governments  .... 

4,982 

4,95S 

4,723 

1,087 

British  Parliamentary  Blue  Books 

1,274 

710 

684 

188 

United  States  Government  Publi- 
cations .        .  . 

2,211 

1,922 

1,972 

466 
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TABLE  I. — continued. 


1909. 

1910. 

1911. 

1912 

January 
to  March. 

(/)  Binding 

Number  of  books  and  periodicals 
bound  ..... 

TV"           IP  Till 

JN  umber  of  maps  and  plans  bound 

7,041 
o/o 

6,686 
18 

4,814 

1,049 

Number  of  newspapers  and  gazettes 
bound  ..... 

507 

433 

327 

66 

[g)  Requisitions  for  books, 
etc. 

Number  of  books,  etc.,  issued  on 
loan    to    various    officers  and 
persons  .        •        •        .  . 

Q  79  9 

7  ^9fi 

0,500 

Number  of  books,  etc.,  issued  to 
proprietors  of   Calcutta  Public 
Library  .... 

13 

19 

12 

1 

Number  of  books,  etc.,  issued  to 
private  persons  against  deposits  . 

1,669 

589 

733 

265 

Number  of   reminders   sent  for 
return  of  books,  etc. 

735 

513 

448 

286 

(h)  Correspondence 

Number  of  letters  received  . 

1,614 

1,782 

1,845 

461 

Number  of  letters  despatched 

3,150 

2,925 

3,203 

739 
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TABLE  II. 


1910-1911. 

1911-1012. 

Budget  head. 

Expenditure. 

Expenditure. 

R  a. 

P- 

£  a. 

Salaries — 

13,250  0 

0 

9,100  0 

0 

Establishment  ...... 

16,717  0 

0 

13,135  0 

0 

Allowances— 

Librarian's  house-rent  allowance  . 

1,053  0 

0 

62  0 

0 

Supplies  and  Services — 

Freight  on  European  Stores  .... 

99  0 

0 

31  5 

3 

Contingencies — 

Purchase  of  books  and  publications  . 

10,069  0 

0 

12,140  10 

8 

Rates  and  taxes     .  • 

2,322  6 

0 

2,322  6 

0 

Postage  and  telegram  charges  .... 

318  0 

0 

447  14 

0 

Supply  of  furniture  . 

961  0 

0 

314  2 

9 

Hot  and  cold  weather  charges  , 

710  0 

0 

580  14 

6 

Miscellaneous  ...... 

1,167  0 

0 

295  15 

3 

Liveries       .       .        .        .        •  . 

Kent  of  telephone  line             ,        ,  . 

205  0 

0 

205  0 

0 

Total 

46,876  6 

0 

38,635  4 
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